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TO DAD 










SEPTEMBER 


Sdrh>rd <w 

Growh-u^s are always -falkihg aboui +he Igood old 
days’* ahd how -thihgs were so much be-tter wheh 
THEY were kids. 


Bu-h X +hihk +hey Ve Jus+ Jealous because MY 
^ehera+ioh has all +his -fahcy -techholo^y ahd s+u-fX 
-they didh+ have <jrowih^ u^>. 


Believe me, Xn sure wheh X have kids o-f my owh, 
X^ ^ohha be -the exac+ same way my ^areh+s 

are NOW. 


















Hons always sayihg +Ka+ wheh SWE was youh^erj 
i+ was <jrea+ because everybody ih +owh khew 
everybody else ahd i+ was like ohe ^iah-h -fanily. 


B>u+ doesh + soohd so <jrea+ +o ME. X like 
ny privacy,, ahd I really dohd- heed eVeryohe 
khowihg ny persohal busihess. 



Hon says +he ^roblen wi+K society -these days is 
everybody's 30+ +heir hose ih a screeh ahd 
hobody "takes -the -tine -to qz -\- -to khow -the 
^>eo^le 

who live aroohd "then. 

X doh'-t really see eye +0 eye wit-h Hon oh -that" 
issue,, -though. 
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Persohdiy, X -thi^fc- d IrbHe se^drd-Koh is d 

GOOD +Kihg» 



Ld-tely, Hons teeh cjoihg drouhd +owh wi+h d 
^e+rWoh +o cje-f ^>eo^?le +o s+o^> osihg +heir ^ohes 
dhd elec+rohic ^dcl^e+s -for -for+^-ei2K+ hours. 



Electronics are cluttering our lives! Let’s put 
down our devices for a weekend and get to 
know one another! Who’s in? 


1 ._ 41 . 

2 _ 42 . 

3 _ 43 . 























































































Mom heeds a huhdred SKjha+ores te-fore she cah 
+ake -the ^>e+i+ioh +o X>wh Hall, fco+ shes KaVihg 
-trookle cje-H-ih^ ^>eo^le +o ^>o+ -their hames oh H\ 


Xm Jos+ ho^ihg she ^ives o^> oh -this idea sooh, 
fcecaose iVs kihd o-f exhaos+ihg -for +he res+ o-f os 
+o ^>re+ehd we doht- khow her. 



X really doh + ohders+ahd why Mom -thinks we 
heed +o <jo BACKWARD, ahyway. From wha+ X 
cah -hell^ -the old days wereh+ -that - moch -foh. 


oo -thihk akoo-t i-t, you heVer see ahyohe ih 
-those klack-ahd-whi+e ^ho+os SMILING. 
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r SAY 

VCHEESE! 


CjQUEAK 

SQUEAK 



Xh old days, ^>eo^>le were Jus+ a whole loH" 

TOUGHER +hah -they are -today. 


E>o+ humah beihgs have EVOLVED, ahd how 
we heed -thihgs like electric -too+hbrushes ahd 
shoppiha malls ahd so-ft-serve ice cream -to survive. 
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X te+ our ahces+ors would te ^re-Hy disa^oih+ed 
wi+K -the way we -turhed ou+. Bu+ ohce sometody 
ihVeh+ed air-cohdi+iohihg, -there really was ho 
■furhihg tack. 



VsleVe ^o-Heh so spoiled +h<*+ pre-Hy sooh we woh + 
eVeh have +o leave our Kories i-f we doh + wah+ -to. 
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Xh -fac+, +He way were headed, XU be+ a 
+housahd years -from how humah beih^s woh + eveh 

We SPINES. 



Some people complaih +ha+ all -this +echholo^y 
has made us so-f+. Bu+ i-f you ask me, +hd+s ho+ 


hecessarily a BAD -fhihg. 


There are all SORTS o-f luxuries howadays 
make peoples lives be-Her. Take baby wipes, -for 
example. People were usihg regular +oile+ paper -for 
huhdreds o-f years, ahd “fheh all o-f a suddeh some 
^ehius came up wi+h Ah idea +Ka+ was a +o+al 
^ame charter. 


wa 


Freshief 


7 















VJK*+ really d inazes ne is +h<H' i+ +ook so LONG 
■for ^>eo^le -fa> cone wi+h +he idea. X seriously 
cah + believe -the cjuy who ihVeh+ed +he licjh'l’bulb 
didh+ see baby wi^es conih^. 



A^d who KNOWS wh<*+ crazy -thihg soneohes 
^ohha cone u^> wi+h hex^ +o nake our lives easier. 
VJha+ever i+ is, -though; X II be +he firs+ ih lihe +0 
buy i+. 


B>u+ i-f Hon had WER way, wed be livihg like ^>eo^le 
did before +here were con^u+ers ahd cell ^>hohes 
ahd baby wi^es. 


A^d X really doh + wah+ +0 ina^ihe livihg ih a 
world wi+hou+ baby wi^es. 
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Suhd ay 

Pad says wheh HE was c^rowihcj u^> ih +he 
sommer+ime kids flayed oo+side all day, oh+il -they 
30+ called home -for dihher a+ hi^h+» 



Ylell, +h*Vs ^>re-Hy much +he OPPOSITE o-f +he 
way MY summer weh+ +his year. 

X s^eh+ Toly ahd A030S+ a+ pilm Cam^>, where 
all X did was wa+ch movies ih ah air-cohdi+iohed 
-theater -for ei<jh+ hoors a day. 


The maih reasoh X sighed o^> -for pilm Cam^> was 
tecaose X +hoo^h‘l' i+ was -for ^>eo^le who are 
SERIOUS atoo+ movies, like ME. 






























































Bo+ X -foohd oo+ i+ was REALLY jos+ a ^Lce 

where ^Areh+s could don^ +heir kids o-f-f -for some 
cheA^> tAtysi++ih^. 



Xhe dowhside o-f s^ehd+\g +h<*+ much +ir*»e ih a dArk 
+heA+er is +h<*+ a+ +he ehd o-f +he dA^ i+ +ook a 
hal-f hour -for my e^es +o Adjos+ +o +he sohlicjh+. 


i i i i i ~r i 
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Xhe o+her reasoh X sighed up -for Rim Camp was 
+o ge+ ou+ o-f +he HOUSE. Rver sihce we go+ a 
pe+ pig, i+ 

^specially ho+ a+ DINNER. 


hash-h beeh <x lo+ of fuh beihg home. 



For -the record, I +hihk i+s a TERRIBLE 

idea le-H-ihg +he pig ea+ a+ +he "table, because i+ 

ALREADY +hihks i+s a homah beihg. A^d +he 

ihg we hee 

foo-Whg wi+h "the rest* o-f us. 


last" +h 


d is -for i+ "thihk i+s oh e<^ual 


Righ+ a-f+er we got* "the pig, Horn -thought' i+ would 
be -fuh "to "teach i+ some bricks. So she would give 
■the pig a cookie wheh i+ s+ood oh i+s hihd legs. 
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Bu+ -the ^>i<j learhed +o WALK like ahd 
i+ hashT fceeh oh all -fours ever sihce. To make 
ma-Hers WORSE, ry Ii-H"le fcro+her, Mahvy, ^u+ 
a ^air o-f his shor+s oh +he ^>kj, so how i+s like 
were livihg ih -the house wi+h a Pishey charac+er. 



Horn used +o -fake -the ^>i^ ou+side, tu+ a-f+er i+ 
s+ar+ed walkihg u^ri^h+^ i+ decided i+ was -too 
^ood -for i+s leash* 



heVer -fihd •+, so she <30+ a collar wi+h ohe o-f 
-those GPS -trackihg chi^s ih rh 
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B>u+ every -fine Hon ^u+ -the col Ur oh -the ^'3, 
wi+hih -five nihu+es i+ would fee bac k OFF. A*d 
doh + eVeh ask ne how -the ^>13 did THAT,, sihce 
^>ic^s doh-t eVeh have THUMBS. 



So how -the ^>3 jus+ cones ahd 3oes as rt 
pleases, ahd who KNOWS where i+ s^ehds i+s 
-tine. VJh<*+ really s+ihks is -that- I have a cur-few 

bu+ -the ^>3 DOESN T. 
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I +Hihk ^Ivihg +Ke ^>ig +oo mahv privileges is a 
REALLY tad idea. Ohe day ^icjs will role +he 
worlds ahd it II he my family’s faoR -for s+ar+ihg 
i+ all. 

X wooldh't' really h<*Ve ah issue wi+h +he ^ if 
i+ didh+ ih+erfere wi+h MY life. B>o+ X was la+e 
oh +he firs+ day of school because i+ was ho^gihg 
+he ba+hr 00m. 



e pi 3 ih 

FORWARD +0 school s+ar+ihg. Bo+ ohce X 30+ 
-there X realized i+ was jos+ -the same old -thihg. 


+he house, X was ac+oally lookih^ 
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Ahd +o fee Kohesi wi+h you, X -feel like XVe teeh 
ih roiddIe school FOREVER. 



u^ <x IrbHe or 
cjohhd crazy. So ih +he -firs+ week o-f school, X 
Voluh+eered -for -the Homework Buddies ^rocjram. 




PE A PUDDY! 


TEAM UP WITH AN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
KID TO LEND A HAND! 



SIGN UP FOR 
HOMEWORK 
BUDDIES 
TODAY! 
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WAS SO 

ski-p +hird period , which is Music cl ass wi+h Mrs. 
GrAziAho. 


X could 


Bu+ +h 


e roAih rt<\soY\ 


X sighed 


X> give you Ah ideA o-f how loh^ Mrs. GrAziAho 
Kas fceeh +he music -teAcher, DAD had her wheh 
he was MY A^e. A^d A^pAreh+ly s^ehdih^ +hir+y 
yttxrs -feAchihg middle schoolers how +o ^Uy musicAl 
ihs+rumeh+s DOES some+hihg +o a ^ersoh. 



LAS+ week X me+ my Homework Buddy, +his kid 
hAmed Frew. X have ho ideA why he eVeh sighed 
u^> -for +he ^rogrAm, -though, tecAuse hes ohe 
o-f -those ^eo^>le who reAds scieh-W-fic jourhAls Ahd 
college +ex-H>ooks -for FUN. 
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FREW 

1 


The -firs-1- -h'me we 30+ -tacje+her, Frew showed me 
hiis homework, which was some colorihg ahd a word 
■fihd. Frew said he didh + heed ahy help, ahd +heh 
he asked +0 see MY homework. 




I had a+ LEAST ah hour o-f Ha+h problems ahd 
a Geocjra 

ANOTHER -two hours, bu+ Frew whipped -through 
all o-f i+ ih about" fffteeh mihu-tes. 


phv assi^hmehi -that" wouldve -takeh me 



A^d he washt - just" fast", he was GOOD. X -turhed 
ih -the assi^hmeh+s -the hex+ day, ahd wheh I <^o+ 
-them back -from my -teachers, X had perfect scores. 
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A+ firs+ X -fel+ a li-H-le tad abou+ <je-H*ih<j hel^> 
•from a -third grader. Bu+ -fheh X realized +ha+ 
Homework Buddies are SUPPOSED +o hel^> each 

o+her ou+. 


So how wheheVer me ahd Frew <je+ -together, X 
Jus+ h*hd him a “pile o-f assighmeh+s ahd le+ him d 
his +hihg. "The way X see i+, -this is workihg ou+ 
■for t^/tryoY\t. 

scribble 
scribble 

SCRIBBLE 





Hy ohly cornelaih+ abou+ Frew is +hdrl‘ some+imes 
hes TOO hel^-ful. \\ts beeh ge-Hihg bored 
with my homework^ so he s+arted makihg u^> 
assighmeh+s -to CHALLENGE himsel-f. 







Xhe o+her day he wro+e a pa^er ahd a-Hached i+ 
+o my REGULAR homework -for ex+ra credit. But 
luckily I checked it over be-fore hahdihg it ih. 


/ 


Detecting Commutative 
Permeability in Physics 





For a while X was just ^lad to be ^ettihj some 
homework hel-p. But recehtly Xve beeh thihkihg 
that sihce In the ohe who discovered" Frew, X 
deserve some kihd of credit if he <joes oh to do 
bi<j thirds. 


NOBEL PRIZE 


























Yledhesd ay 

As if our house wash + crowded ENOUGH, how 

GRANDPA is liVih^ Wi+K us. 


They raised +he reh+ a+ Leisure Towers, ahd he 
couldh + afford +o live -there ahymore. So Hon 
ihVr+ed Grahd^a -ho move ih wi+h OUR family. 

Pad wash + so ho+ oh +he idea, eVeh -though 
Grahd^a is Ris owh fa+her. Bu+ Horn says i+ will 
be Jus+ like -the old days, wheh -three gehera+iohs 
lived uhder -the same roof. 


X -thihk Horn Las -this rosy image of -the way -thihgs 
used +0 fee, bu+ X have a TOTALLY differeh-t 
^ic+ure o-f wha+ it* mus+Ve beeh like back -theh. 
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X was ac+uaiy OK wi+h Grahdpa noVih^ ih wi+h 
us uirvhl X realized wha+ i+ neah+ for ME. Hon 
lei Grahdpa -pick, avy bedroon he wah+ed, ahd o-f 
course he chose MINE. 



Xh<*+ neah+ X heeded ■+o -fihd a hew place +o 
sleep. Hy firs+ +houcjh+ was +o <^o +o +he cjues+ 
roon, bu+ X for<jo+ +h<H'S where +he picj s-hys. 
A^d +heres ho WAY I n sharih^ +he pullout 
couch wi+h a barh ahinal. 
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X ruled ou+ RODRlCK S room away, tecause 
Ke actually te a s+e^ dowh -fron -the PIG. 

Hy ohly o+her choice w <xs +o roon wi+h MANNY; 
so X 30+ ou+ -the air ted ahd se+ i+ u^> oh KiS 
■floor. B>u+ slee^ihg ih Hahhys room h<*s i+s 
OWN rot lens. 

Hon redds Hahhy a ted"Wne s+ory every rwgh'L ahd 
sone+ines -they re really LONG. Xh -fac +, la+ely 
X +twhk Hahhys teeh ^>ickihg ou+ +he 'thickest* 
tooks he cah -fihd just - +0 ^e+ oh ny herves. 
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'Things have beeh a little tehse ever sihce Grahd^a 
moved ih. You cah tell he doesht really a^roVe of 
the way Mom ahd Pad are raisihg us kids, eveh 
though he heVer actually comes out ahd SAYS it. 

Moms beeh tryihg to ^>otty traih Mahhy 
FOREVER, ahd shes ex^erimehtihg with 
somethihg called ' V 4 o Pahts After Pihher. 


A^d its EXACTLY what it Souhds like. 



VJhats SUPPOSED to h<*^peh is that wheh 
Mahhy feels the ur^e to GO, he ll ruh to the 
bathroom. 
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Birf Mahiry jus^ ^rahces cJkroohci all high'l' wi+h 
ho+hihg oh below +he w<ai's+. Ahd eVeh+uaiy he 
ducks tehihd +he recliher ih -the family room. 


(pusssmmmhT) 




X doh + +hihk Pads a huge fah o-f Ho Pah+s 
After Pihher, bu+ X cah +ell hes eVeh MORE 
uhcomfor+able wi+h Grahd^a beihg here -to 
wi+hess i+. 


X+s ^>re-Hy obvious havihg Grahd^>a arouhd is 
really s+ressihg Pad ou+. Ahd every -time ohe 
o-f us kids screws u^ i+Jus+ makes Pad eVeh 
MORE +ehse. 


m m 

MM. 
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VJW seems +o ahhoy Pad +^e MOST is w^eh 
ohe of us kids asks Horn +o do some+bwh^ +ha+ we 

should be able +o do OURSELVES. 

Yes+erday X asked Horn +o o^eh a microwave 
burri+o -for me, because X always have irootle wi+h 
•those ^las+ic ^acka^es. 


But- Pad jumped all over my case. \\e said if X 
was s+rahded oh a desert islahd wi+h a +housahd 
microwave torri+os, X d STARVE -to dea+h 
because X couldh+ -figure ou+ how +o o^>eh -them 
oh my owh. 
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X -hold Pad +ha+ +he chahces of me cje+bihg 
s+rahded oh a deser+ islahd wi+h a -fhousahd 
microwave borri+os were ^re++y slim, bu+ he said 
X was missihg +he ^oih+. 

He said if X doh + learh how +o do -fhihcjs by 
MYSELF, X^ ho+ c^ohha te able +o survive ih 
+he "real world.’’ 

A^o+her +hihg Pad ha+es is how Horn s+ill hel^s 
me ^e+ ready for school ih +he morhihcj. She 
-picks 00+ my clo+hes +he hi^h+ before, ahd she 
has a char+ hah<^ihg ih +he ki+cheh +o help me 
s+ay oh -brack. 


Soap Breakfast Teeth Shower Hair 



Underwear Socks Pants Shirt Shoes 
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X ^uess Pad was ^re-Hy embarrassed by +he 
chart, because the other day he took it dowh. 
But without that thihg to cjuide me through th 
morhihcj, X ^ot the order o-f th ihgs all wrohcj 
ahd ehded u^> wearihg socks over my shoes. 




e 


Xhese days, X thihk Pad s just WAITING -for 
me +0 screw u^>. This r*\orY\iY\$ X forgot +0 put the 
cap back oh the tube o-f toothpaste, ahd Pad was 

ready +0 POUNCE. 
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X didh-f -thihk i+ wdis a ticj deal, tu+ Pad jave me 
+Ws lohg speech atou+ how IrbHe ■thihgs have tij 

II 

cohse^uehces. 


He said i-f I was a kid ^rowihg u^> ih -froh-h'er 
-h'mes ahd i+ was ny jot +o -H<jh+eh +he tol+s oh 
+he wa^oh wheels tu+ X FORGOT +0, +heh +he 
wheels would -fall o-f-f ahd our -family would ^e+ ea+eh 
ty wolves. 



X +hou^h+ Pad was teihg kihd oF drama-h'c, tu+ 
i+ DID make me Feel a lrH*le juil“ly atou+ +h<*‘l' 
+oo+h^>AS+e ca^. 


ZS 








Xn ho+ +he ohl^ ohe whos beeh <^e++ih0 oh Pads 
herves, -though* La+el^ Rodricks beeh ^e-hWh^ uhder 
Pads skih, +oo. 


VlheheVer Rod rick heeds ^as -for Kis Vah, he R'+s 
Hon -for nohey. E>o+ a 
+he nis+ake o-f doihg i+ ih 



few hicjh+S a<jo he nade 
■froh+ o-f Grahdpa. 


Pad said +hd+ -from how oh, Rod rick has +o pa^ 
-for his OWN <jas. Ar>d wheh Rod rick asked how 
he was su^osed +o do THAT,, Pad said i+ was 
+ine -for hih' +o <^e+ a JOB. 


Z°\ 













So Hon helped Rodrick cjo -fKroucjK +Ke \\elp 
Vlah+ed sec+ioh o-f +Ke hews^a^er -to -fihd Kin a 
jot 

They -fihAlly -fouhd Ah Ad -for a res+AurAht- +Ka+s 
A bout" -fi-f+eeh niho'I'es -fron our house. 


+Ka+ doeshT require Ahy skills or ex^eriehce. 


WAMfElS 


Seeking motivated individuals t 
to join the team at 



Old-Timey Tobias 


I weh+ -to -the Old-T^ey Ice CreAn pArlour 
■for Rowleys Ias+ bir+hdAy ^>Arty, Ahd +Ka+ 
ex^eriehce nAy b>AVe PERMANENTLY roihed ice 

creAn for ne. 
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"TKey have -this ohe dessert oh -the mehu called -the 
Feedihg Y^oucjh , which is FORTY scoops of 
ice cream all ih ohe lohcj -tray. A^d wheh you mix 
di-f-fereh+ -flavors of ice cream -to^e+heO iT J us+ 
-turhs ih+o ^jray slo^>. 



The Old-Ti^ey Xce Crea m Parlour is ohe of -those 
places where -the whole s+a-fT comes -to your -table 
+o sih^ -for your bir+hday. That- makes me really 
uhcom-for+able, because iTs ^reTIy obvious -theyd 
ra-ther be doihg ANYTI-IING else. 


n J IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY . 
AND WE’RE HERE TO SAY J 
WE HOPE YOUR DAY IS DANDY 
IN AN OLD-FASHIONED WAY fi 
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Rodrick had ah ih+erview d+ -the res+durdh-t earlier 
ih -the week; ahd telieVe i+ or ho+, he -the 
Jot. Sd+urday was KiS -firs+ hi<jh+ of work; ahd 
Hon -though^ i+ would te d <jood ided for -the res+ 
of us +o surprise Rodrick dhd cheer Rn oh. 


B>u+ wheh we go+ -to -the res+durdh+; we couldh + 
fihd Kin dhywhere. Hon wds ^>re-Hy worried; tu+ 
eVeh+udlly we -fouhd Rn ou+ tdck. 



Hon wdsh-t ha^>^y +KaH- Rodrick wds oh -trdsh duty 
dhd she gdVe -the ndhdger d ^iece of her nihd. 



) 
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E>o+ +He mahacjer said Rod rick was ah "ehtry level” 
employee ahd that eVeryohe who works at the 




restauraht has to ^>ay their does. 


X m pretty sore Rodrick was ho^>ihg we d all jost 
<jo home ahd leave R’m alohe after that, bot Horn 
wahted to stick aroohd. A^d wheh Rodrick weht 
oh Rs fifteeh-mihote break, we hoh^ 00+ with Rro 
ih the employee loohge. 



Rodrick s^>eht the rest of the hi<jht takihg the 
trash -from the kitcheh 00+ +0 the Pom^ster, 
ahd X <^oess Horn wahted to see him ohe more 
time before we left. So she told oor waiter it was 
Mahhys birthday, ahd the waiter called the whole 
staff to oor table. 
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Bu+ X wish Hon didrT op ahd do +hd"U because 
•there s sone+hiV^ about - -the Snell o-f cjarba^e juice 
+ha+ really ruihs your a^e+i+e. 


...AND IF YOU’RE FEELIN’ HUNGRY 
YOU’RE AT THE PERFECT PLACE 
NOW JUST BLOW OUT THAT CANDLE 
SO YOU CAN STUFF YER FACE/ 



Hohd ay 

La+ely, Hons beeh -tryihcj "to ^e+ Grahd^a -to 
Tell us kids about - what - li*fe was like wheh WE was 
c^rowihg u^>. 


Grahd^a says -that - wheh he was youh<^ -they d»d^ T 
have -televisiohs or ahyt"hih<j like -that - , so kids 
s^eht* nost - o-f -their -tine outdoors ^layihcj cranes 
like Kick +he Cah. 
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Growh-u^s are ALWAYS Talkihg afcoui ^layihcj 
Kick The Cah. Ohe Time me ahd Rowley acTually 
^ave iT a Try To see whaT The ti^g deal was,, buT we 
<^uiT after abouT ThirTy secohds. 



WANNA GO 
INSIDE AND 
PLAY TWISTED 
WIZARD? 



Pad says wheh he was a kid, he ahd his besT 
ftiehd, Giles, would jusT use Their ima<yhaTiohs ahd 
-play all day ih The woods. 
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VJell, me ahd Rowley "teied usih^ OUR ima^iha"h'ohS 
ohce, bu-+ Rowleys dad ^>u"h ah ehd +0 i+ before we 
could eVeh cje+ ^oihg. 



Pad said "todays ^areh+s are over^ro-tec-hve, ahd 
+W wheh he was a kid, he ahd Giles roamed ■free 
ahd heVer eVeh bo+hered "to -tell -their ^areh+s 
where -they were ^oihg. 

But - Horn said i+ was a lot - SAFER back ih -those 
days, ahd how i+s +00 dah^erous -for kids -to be of-f 
oh -their owh wi+hout' adult - supervision Pad said 
+ha+ mi^h+ be -true, but - kids like me ahd Rowley 
heed "to learh how "to PROTECT ourselves. 
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Pad said w^eh he was ih middle school,, he ahd Giles 
toried s+u-ff all over -fowh so -tha-t i-f -they ever ^o+ 
corhered, +hey could £3^+ ■their way out\ 



E>u+ Grahd^a had a vtrs\oY\ o-f -thihgs. \\t 

said Pad ahd Giles raided +he ki+cheh drawer -for 
silverware, ahd THAT'S wha-t -they s+ashed all over 
-the hei^htorhood. 
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VJheh Pad s no+her realized her -forks ahd khives 
were nissihg } she made -the toys dig -then all up 
ahd trihg -then BACK. 


Af+er -that - , Pad ahd Giles go+ -their hahds oh 
some PLASTIC u+ehsils. Bu+ -they go+ ih+o ah 
argoneh+ over whe+her or ho-t a spork could te 
used for sel-f-defehse, ahd "thihgs -turhed ugly. 



Giles "hold his no+her what - Pad did ahd showed 
her -the spork narks -to prove rh X guess -those 
nus+Ve teeh differeh-t -tines, tecause Giles's non 
teh+ Pad over her khee ahd SPANKED hin. 
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See, +pa+s +he ^roblen wi+K ^>u-Hihg -too nucp s+ock 
ih -the old Jays. You renenber all -the GOOD s+u-f-f, 
bu+ you -forget - about - -the -tine you 30+ s^ahkej by 
your best - -friehcis non. 


Vledhesd ay 

X guess X +hough+ GrahJ^a would live wi+h 
us -for a lit-He while ahd +heh fihd a ^>lace tW 
was cheaper -thah Leisure Towers. But - how Xh> 
s+artthg “ho worry -that - i-ts PERMANENT. 


A^d ■that’s hot a good thihg, because X™ hot 
sure how nuch lohger X cah be Mahhys roonnate. 


3*J 









for ohe i+s ho+ dighi-fied -to sLare d room 

wi+L a ^>ersoh wLo doesh + wear pah+s after dihher. 



dS almost dS 
oo+ of Leisure Towers, Lis girlfriehd, Parlehe, 
broke o y wi+L Kirn. Lately, \\ts beeh mo^>ihg 
arouhd +Le Loose ih a ba+Lrobe, wLicL meahs X 
cah't really Lave friehds over. 


bad. VJLeh Le moved 




Ho 








































































































X -figure -the sooher Grahd^a's tack ih -the <jaroe, 
-the sooher he noVts oirt. So Xve teeh showihg 

h 3 +o 

treat oirt o-f hiis -fuhk. 




X +hihk XVe crea+ecj a MONSTER, -though. How 

Grahcl^as oh -the converter -tweMy—four hours a 
day, ahd hes <^o-t a+ LEAST -fi-f+y rela-tiohshi^s 
^oihg sinoul-taheously. 


Poh'-t eveh ask roe how he kee^>s -track o-f who's who. 
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Belinda 

has sent 
you a wink 


Bethany 

would like 
to meet 
you 







Martha 

likes your 

profile 

picture 

t /» • 

Tiffany 

has sent 
you a 
poke 







Sylvie 


Marjorie 



likes your 
knock- 


thinks you 
are nice 

V/l J VTNj 




knock joke 






























XKihgs are s+ar+ihcj +o +orh aroohd for Rodrick, 
+oo. "told Mon Ke <jo+ a prono+ioh a+ work, so 

+o pile ih+o 

<jo sKow Kin our soppor+. 


+Ke car +o 



Xn ho+ sore i-f Xd call Rodricks hew posi+ioh a 

PROMOTION, +Kou 3 K. XKeyve <^o+ Kin dressihg 

op as 01 d-X^ey Xotias, +Ke res+aorah+s nasco+. 


Appareh+ly +Ke Quy wKo Kad +Ke jot LAST cjo+ 
-fired for teih^ seeh wi+Koo+ Kis Kead oh. A^d 
Xn cjoessih^ wKeh i+ cones +o nasco+s, +K*+s a 

HUGE ho-ho. 























































01 d-T^ey X>kias is supposed -to walk arouhd -the 
res+aurairvl' ahd -from -fable -to -fable nakih^ 
li-f-fle kids h*^y. Birf as -far as X cah -fell, he K<as 
- fhe OPPOSITE effect. 



Xh kids seen -to really WATE Old~X^ey 
T>bias. VJKeh we 30+ -fhere -fohi^h-f, Kodrick was 
^e-f-fihg rf -fron every side. 



43 

























































































































































TWrick -fold Mon +U+ Kis nahaoer warhed Kin 
i-f Ke wds ever cdujh+ wi+hou+ Ki*s TobidS hedd oh, 
he*d be -fired oh -the s^oi. 


Luckily, ohe o-f +he eyes oh +he costumes head 
cones ou+, which is +he ohly wdy Rod rick wds 
dble +o s+dy Kydrd+ed. 



X m s+dr-hVg +o wohder i-f +he juy who had +he 
Job dressihg u^ ds Old~X^ey Tobids jo+ -fired 

oh PURPOSE. 


X-f X h<*d -to be+ oh how loh^ Rodrick Us+s, Xd 
jive hi™ +wo weeks, -to^s. 






















tricky. 

All "the bozz. a+ school has beeh aboo+ +his bi^ 
-trip +o Hardscrabble tarns -fhaVs conihg op 
hex+ noh'I’h. 


VJheh yoo <je+ +o ny cjrade, +he whole class cjoes oh 
a weeklohcj -trip +o +hiis place where yoo sleep ih lo^ 
cabihs ahd learh aboo+ ha+ore ahd hard work. 


X^ sore i+s a blas+ i-f yoo re ih+o +ha+ sor+ o-f 
-t-hihg, bo+ XVe already decided Xn ^ohha be 
+he ohe kid who s+ays BACK wheh everybody 
else heads off oh +he -trip. 
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A*<J while +he REST of my classma+es dire swea+ih^ 
i+ ou+ ih +he woods, X II be ih +he school library 
ehjoyihg all +he com-for+s of +he moderh world. 



Hons beeh -fryihg +o cje+ me +o chah^e my mihd 
because she +Kihks X II re^re+ ho+ ^oihg. 


X really doob+ +ha+s ^ohha h<*^>peh, -though. Xve 
heard horror s+ories -from kids who weh+ away +o 
Hardscrabble Farms, ahd X remember +he lei+ers 
Rodrick seh+ home wheh WE weh+ -there. 



46 




















Xft -fac+j Rod rick seemed kihd o{ -trauma-h'zed ty 
+he whole ex^eriehce. VJheh he <jo+ tack -from +he 
-tri^ he crawled ih+o ted ahd s+ayed -there -for ah 
eh+ire weekehd. 



X>day was -the deadlihe -for ^ickihg who you 
wah+ed -to room wi+h, ahd at- luhch everyohe was 
scramtlihg -to <je+ ih+o a cjood catih. X was cjlad X 
already decided X wash + cjoihg, tecause X really 
didht- wah+ -to deal wi+h all -th<*+ drama. 



X -felt" a lrH"le tad -for Rowley tecause he was 
couh+ih^ oh tuhkihg wi+h ME. Vslheh X "told him X 
wash + ^oihg oh -the -tri^>, he weh+ arouhd seeihg i-f 
ahyohe h<*d ah o^ehihg ih -their catih. 


47 






























Birt - by ehd of Re luhch ^erioci; +Hihgs wereh + 
lookihg c^ood for Kim. 


,^/Ws 




J3 JJIJJ JJ 


X cah + really worry abou+ Rowley, -though, because 

my OWN 

Mohday, Horn ahd Pad cjo+ a le+ter -from +he 

7 

^areh+—teacher coh-ferehce. 

Xve beeh worried sick all week because X 
4 >ou 3 K+ X mus+Ve ■forcjo+'teh +o cross Trews 
hame o-f-f o-f ohe o-f my homework assi^hmeh+s 
ahdX was ih trouble. 


school sa 


y,h 3 


+h 


had +o come ih -for a special 




E>u+ -+Ka-|- wash + i+ a+ ALL. 
















~The reasoh -the school asked Mom ahd Pad +0 
cone ih was +0 *tell -them ny homework 
grades have improved so much, -they re ^u-H-ihg 
me ih harder classes. 



VJell, Im sore Frew will a^recia+e havihg more 
challeh<jihg homework, bu+ he cah + be -there +0 
hel^> me durihg TESTS. So ohless T cah -figure 
00+ a way +0 sheak him ih+o school, Xm heVer 
^ohha ^ass. 



Vlheh Mom ahd Pad came home -from -the ^areh-t- 
-teacher coh-ferehce, Mom said we heeded +0 
celebrate -hhe "c^ood hews.” 












Of course TWAT neah+ cjoihg +0 +he Old-"Tine 
Ice Credit Parlour. 

I was ^e-Kihg a IrHle sick o-f s^ehdihg every 
hi^K+ a+ Ro 
was -feelihg +he sane way. He -fold Hon ice crean 
nakes Kis <juns hur+ ahd he was c^ohha s+ay hone 
■this +ine arouhd. 




I -fried usihg +he sane excuse, bu+ Hon was 
dead se+ oh us cjoih^. 


VlKeh we <^o+ +0 -the res+aurah+, -though, Rodrick 
was howhere +0 be -fouhd. Ihe nahager -fold Hon 
+Ka+ Rod rick hever showed u^> -for work. 



SO 



1 W seh+ Mon ih+o a PANIC, ahd we <jo+ tack 
ih +Ke Vah +o <jo look -for Km. VJe drove all over 
+Ke ^>lace, ahd we -fihaiy Fouhd Rodrick walkihg 
alohg +Ke side of +he highway. 



VJheh we -polled over, Rodrick go+ ih -the Vah ahd 
ex^laihed wha^ ha^ehed. He said -there was a 
-tra-f-fic jan oh -the highway ahd he was gohha te 
lat-e -for work. So he got - ih+o -the car-^>ool lahe, 
where he could go a lo+ FASTER. 


£>u+ -the rule For -the car-^>ool lahe is -that - you 
have +o have a+ least- TWO ^>eo^le ih your Vehicle. 
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So Rodrick made i+ look like Old-^Kmey Totias was 
si'H'ih^ hex+ +o Kim ih -+Ke ^asseh^er sea-|\ 


Uh-for+uha+ely, some ea^le-eyed co^> -polled Kim over. 



POLICE 


~TKe co^> wash + amused ahd ^aVe Rod rick a -h'ckei 
■for ohe K^hdred dollars. IKeh Ke •fouhd all sor+s 
o-f +Kir>^s wrohcj wi+K +Ke Vah, like a trokeh 
-tailli^K'l' <*ftd ah expired ihs^ec+ioh s+icker. 


After +Ka+, +Ke co^> K<*d Rodricks Vah towed 
ahd left Kim strahded oh tKe side of+He road. So 
Rodrick was a l-IUGE target -for all tKe kids wKo 
were stuck ih tKe traffic Jam. 
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Horn -fold Pad +o drive home so she could +hrow 
Rodricks cos+ume ih -the washihg machine. Bu+ 
wheh we <jo+ +o our s+ree-j-, -there were cars 
parked u^> ahd dowh oh to+h sides. 


There were eVeh cars parked oh our LAWN, which 












































Vie had +o ^>ark +Ke Vah a+ +Ke to-Hom o-f +He 
Kill ahd walk u^> -+Ke s+ree+. VlKeh we -fihally ^o+ 
+o our yard; you could Kear loud music comihg -from 
+Ke Kouse. 


A^d wKeh we o^ehed +Ke froh+ door, +Kere was a 



+o ^u 

Grahd^a, wKo was ou+ tack ih our old Ko+ -+ut. 
A^d fr on +Ke look o-f -things, Ke was Kavihg +Ke 
*h’me o-f Kis LIFE. 


sK +K rough +Ke crowd ^o fihd 


Vie had 
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Pad kicked every ohe ou+ o-f +he house, which 
-took FOREVER, mos+ly because ho ohe was ih a 
bi<j hurry -to leave. 



VJheh everyohe was cjohe, Pad li+ ih+o Grahd^a 
•for h*vihg a ^ar+y. 
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Grahd^a said he didh't PLAN oh havihg a ^>arty. 
He said he tried to ihVite ONE lady -from his 
datihg site over +0 watch a movie, but he mustVe 
accidehtally hit "sehd all.” A^d theh eVeryohe 
showed u^> at ohce. 



Pad was really mad, but it mustVe beeh awkward 
■for h im +0 come u^> with a ^uhish^eht for his 
owh father. 


X cjuess he couldht thihk o-f ahythih^ better, so 
ejost 


^>ut Grahd^a ih time-out. 
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X wish we had dohe a be-H-er Jot o-f clearihg ou+ 
+he ^ar+y cjues+s wheh we <jo+ hone,, -though, 
because -there were a -few s+^g^ers ih Mahvys 
roon who didht- ^>oke -their heads out- uh+il -the^ 
-thought" -the coast- was clear. 



X*esd a >/ m 

^Vtr sihce Grahdpa had his ^arty, Pad hasirvt 
beeh willihg +0 leave hin hone alohe. A^d wheh 
DAD caht" be -there +0 wa+ch bin, he nakes ohe 
o-f US do it". 


Grahd^s su^osed +0 sit- ih +ine-ou*l' -for ah 
hour a d<y +0 work o-ff his ^uhishneh-f, but" 
he likes +0 do -that" ih froh+ o-f -the -televisioh 
ihs+ead o-f ih -the corher. 
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So if you rt oh Grahd^a dirly, you have +o wa+ch 
wha+eVer WE wah+s -to wd+ch. 



B>o+ durih<j +he school da y, Grahd^a Is home 

ALONE, ahd X +hihk Pads nervous -there s 

cjohha fce aho+her 



So he weh+ oo+ ahd hou^ht - ohe of -those wetcams 
+o make sore -there ish+ a Y\y fuY\Y\y bosihess ^O'hg 
oh while he's at- work. 


X doh+ khow where Ke PUT ,+, exac+ly. Bo+ wh^+ 
X DO khow is +ha+ hes ho+Jos+ osihg i+ +0 kee^> 

ah tyt oh GRANDPA. 
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GET YOUR 
FEET OFF THE 
COFFEE TABLE. 








vT 




4=yl/ 


X™ aII for -fechholo^y, fci/+ ho'wheh i+s used 
AGAINST me. X doh + like KaVih^ <a cAmerA ih 
-the house, tecAuse howdd<ys -there Are cAmerAS 
everywhere you -turh. 

A^d i-f you ever do some+hihg eml>ArrASsih<j ih a 
^ufclic ^>Uce, -trust- me, i-ts ^ohhA cje+ recorded. 




But- -the worst- -thiftg is cell ^hohe cAmerAS, fcecAuse 

howAdAys EVERYBODY S c^ot" ohe. 
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Las- 1 ' summer wheh I w <xs ^e'H'ihg ou+ o-f -+He 
+owh ^>ool, my bd+hiAg sui+ -fell dowh a IrH'le ahd 
everyohe saw i+ ha^eh. 



A^d before X eveh dried o-f-f, -the pictures were 
^>os+ed all over -the Xh+erhe+. 


Carla 


Saw this at the 
town pool today! 

^6 24 likes 


Nancy 


This kid really 
"cracked" me up! 
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<xys you cah eveh 
« ? ic+ure of YOURSELF. A few mohths a<jo we 
weht to bruhcb after church, ahd w^eh we left 
the restauraht, X felt like X micjht h*Ve spihach 
ih my teeth* 


cjet ih trouble for takihg 



X wash t avywhere hear a mirror, so X borrowed 
Homs cell phohe to take a picture of nyself, just 
to make sure. 



ih froht of me 
takihg a photo of HER; ahd she wouldht let 
us leave uhtil she looked through the 
Homs phohe to make sure X HADN T. 



But 


Some 


lad 


thought X was 
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\^ow X "tHihk o-f i +) nigh+Ve fceeh 

wha+ s+ar+ed Hon oh -this elec+rohics—free idea 
+o becjih wi+K. 


S^>eakihg o-f which; Hon go+ all +he sigha+ures 
she heeded +o +ake her pe+i+ioh +o Towh Hall. 


The way she GOT -then was by ih+erce^+ihg all 
+he ytxr^y^otrs as +hey were leavihg our house 
+he o+her hicjh+. 



Af+er Hon -took +he ^e+i+ioh -to Towh \\*\\, +he 
leaders h<*d a Vo+e ahd nade i+ official. So "H'wS 
Sa-torday, +he whole -towh is ^oihg -to Voluh+arily 
uh^lug -for -the weekehd. 
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Hons nade i+ her nissioh +o -the word ou - !' -to 



X -thihk co'H'ih^ ourselves off fron -the ou+side 
world is a tad idea. Xf -there's a zonfcie a^ocaly^se 
or sone+hi^g big like -tha"L were cjohha be -the 
LAST ohes +o khow. 





























trisky 

As par+ o-f +his elec+rohics —free weekehd, 
tVtryohts supposed +o come dowh +o -the +owh park 
tomorrow -for a Voluh+ary cleahup. 

£>u+ i+s cjohha “take a Io+ more ohe a-f+erhooh 

+o make a deh+ ih THAT mess. 


'These days, +he 
a movie where +h 


park looks like some+hiV^ ou+ o-f 
eres teeh a huclear war. 
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"The ^>ark used +o be NICE, bu+ +hihgs weh+ 
dowhhill wheh -fhe +owh rah ou+ o-f mohey. 


"The naih reasoh was because -they Vo+ed -to build a 
ohe-way "cell ^?hohe ohly” ^a+h -through "the ^>ark, 
sihce hal-f -the -time ^eo^le oh -the REGULAR 
^a+h wereh+ wat-chihg where -they were <joihg. 



So all -the mohey +ha+ was su^osed "to qo -to 
regular cleahu^> weh+ -to -this hew ^a+h for people 
who wah+ed +o use -their electrohic devices while 
-they walked. 
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Bu+ +he ^>rojec+ 30+ +oo ex^ehsive, dhd +hey had 
+o cdhcel i+ te-fore +hey -fihisKecJ +he foo+brid^e 
over -the creek. 



The ^>drk 30+ really ruh-dowh df+er iha+, dhd 
fdnilies s+o^ed conihg ohce +eehd<jers -took over. 
So rf +he ^>eo^le or<jdhizihg +hiis cledhu^ are sndr+, 
+he *firs+ -thihg +hey II do is fihd dh ex+ernihd+or 
-+ha+ s^ecidlizes ih -teebdcjers. 


Sdiord dy 

X hdVe ho idea whd+ -fine X woke u^ "this morhihg, 
becduse +he clock oh Mdhhys dresser wds oh^lu^ed. 
Xh fact, EVERYTHING ih +he house wds 

uh^lo<^g e d> which <joes +o show +hd+ Mon WdS 
idkihg ‘I’his elec+rohics—free +hih^ ^re-Hy Irherdlly. 
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"The hex-1- +hih<j X hoiked was ihai ihere were a 
LOT o-f ^>eo^le oui walkihcj ih ihe heic^hborhood. 
So X cjuess everyohe had decided io cjei ihio ihe 
"old-iime” s^irii. 



X was ^lahhih^ oh jusi relaxih^ ahd readihg 
comic books oh ihe couch all day, bui Pad said X 
should iake advahiacje o-f all ihe ' -fooi ira-ffic. 


He said wheh l-IE was a kid, he ahd Giles o^ehed 

mohey io b 

ihem each a hew skaieboard. X said X ihoucjhi a 
lemohade siahd was a GREAT idea. 



a lemohade siahd ahd earhed ehouoh 
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Pad surprised me b^ Kahdihg over +weh-ty dollars ih 
'seed mohe^” +o Kel-p me ^e+ s+ar+ed. 



X khew X was c^ohha heed a tosihess ^ar+her, 
so X called Rowley ahd +old Kim +o come dowh. 


X -figured wed ^e+ cjoihg by lookihcj u ^ +Ke 
recipe -for lemohade oh +Ke Xh+erhe-l', bu+ Horn 
Kad Kiddeh +Ke ^>ower cord +o +Ke computer. X 
was a IrH-le embarrassed +o ask Pad; so me ahd 
Rowle 


decided +o wihg rh 


X khew wed heed lemohs -for sure, so we rode our 
bikes dowh +o +Ke cohVehiehce s+ore ahd bougK+ 
ou+ +Keir whole su^ly. 
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VJheh we <jo+ tack hone, we didh + khow -the exdc+ 
hunter o-f lenohs -to ^u+ ih +he pitcher. So we 
weh+ oh -the high side jus+ +o te Sdfe. 



e ohl 

lenohdde tesides wd-fer is SUGAR, tu+ we <Mh'+ 
khow how much o-f THAT we were su^osed +o use, 
ei+her. So we ius+ eyetdlled i+. 


o+her ihgredieh+ -for 




I +hou^h+ df+er +hd+ we were ^>re-Hy nuch good 
+o ^o, tu+ +heh Pdd cdne dowhs+dirs, Sdw whd+ 
we were doihcj, dhd +old us we ^o+ i+ dll wrohcj. 
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Pad said -fhaR •firs-t of all, +he GREEN lemohs 
we tou^K+ were ac+ually LIMES, so we had +o 
<je+ rid of -those. 

Xheh \^t said +h<*+ -to make lemohade we heeded 

+o 

cto+o't’Hee I endrer .ivVvlhA|UwootfldlvS®!e)E&^ 
a+ the becjihhihcj. 



But Rowley was too scared to cut the lenohs because 
he said theyd nake his eyes water. X told hirn he 
was ^ettihg lemohs coh-fused with ONIONS. 


He washt bud^ihg, thou<jh> ahd X khew X had 
+o do something about it or he wouldht hel^> out. 


So X dug aroohd ih -the garage uhtil X -fouhd a 
mask Rowley could cover his eyes with. 
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Ohce Rowley calmed dowh, we s+ar+ed cu-Kihg +he 
lemohs, which was a LOT harder -+hah X +hou<jh+ 
i+ would be. 


Ylheh X sliced ih+o +he FIRST lemoh, X 30+ a 



X+ s+uh<j like CRAZY, ahd X could barely see. 
Rowley +ook +he shorkel ou+ of his mou+h ahd 
s+arted ih wi+h +he whole X +old you so s+u-ff, 
bu+ X didh+ wahha hear rh 
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After X cjot my visioh tdkck ^ we squeezed all of 
our lemohs ihto -the water ahd set u^> our stahd 
oh the sidewalk. 



A "few ^>eo^le stored ty, but it was just to 
cri+icize eVerythihg we were doihg. Ohe lady told 
us we heeded to stir the lemohade to mix the 
su^ar ih better. But eveh after we <W THAT, sKe 
wouldht make a purchase. 



Ahother juy who tasted our lemohade com^>laihed 
that it was too SWEET. 
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Xhe hex+ -few ^eo^>le said +he sane +h»+\g. Sol 
donned oo+ hal-f +he ^>i+cher ahd added ™ore wa+er. 
B>o+ ^?eo^le didh+ like where X GOT i+ -from. 



Ohe cjoy had a ^rotlen wi+h +he -fac+ +ha+ we 
were osihg +he sane <jlass -for every cos+oner, 
eVeh +hoocjh X ex^laihed +o hi™ +u+ we were 
rihsihg i+ oo+ a-f+er every use. 
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Vie <^o+ +ired o-f srHihg ou4 ih +he ho+ suh ahd 
decided our lemohade s-fahd would work jus+ as well 
as <x sel-f-serve business. So we ou+ a jar where 
people could ^<xy -for whorl" +hey drahk. 


E>u+ +he secohd you se+ u^ ah hohor sys+em, 
somebodys ^o^Ha <jo ahd ruih i+ -for EVERYONE. 



aVe +o Suck i+ u^ 
ahd mah -+he lemohade s+ahd •full-'h’me. So we ^o+ 
aho+her ^lass -fron -the ki+cheh cabihe+ ahd headed 
back ou+side. 


VJe realized we were jus4 ^ohha h 
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I s+ar+ed -to ho+ice -tKa+ +Ke people walkih^ UP 
+Ke Kill looked a lot +Kirs-tier +Kah +Ke ^eo^?le 
walkihg DOWN rh So we ^os+ed a hew ^>ricihg 
“policy +o -take -foil advah+a^e. 

^^ 



A couple of ^eo^>le -tKougK'l' our Jar was -for 
TIPS, ahd ■^Key dropped ih some loose cKah^e. 
After +W, we s+ar+ed ^osKihcj +Ke +ps, 
tecause ahy mohey we brought' ih -tKa-t way was 
100% profit". 
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I was S+ar+iYia +o -feel qood afcou+ +Kihas uh+il a 
W harmed Cedric Cuhhihgham sei u^> his OWN 
lenohade siahd a -few houses dowh. 


A^d ii was 


are his, te 

a JOKE. 


^>reiiy obvious he had hel^> -from his 
cause HIS siahd nade ours look like 



See, ihis is ihe problem wheh you have ah ori^ihal 
idea. five secohds laier youVe <joi a millioh co^ycais. 


In a ^roffssiohal, ihou^h; ahd X washi cjohha 
iake a liiile con^eiiiioh ^ersohally. So X offered 
Cedric iwo bucks io iake his lemohade siahd 
dowh, ahd he agreed io ii. 
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E> u + a miho+e la+er, he se+ o^> his s+ahd a<jaih, 
+Kis time directly across the street from us. 

X was ^e+tihg pretty ahhoyed, fcecaose we were 
rohhihg oo+ of lemohade ahd X khew Pad washt 
cjohha cjiVe os ahy mort nohey for ihgredieh+s. 


T^a+s wKeh X realized if we sold WATER 
ihs+ead of lenohade, we woold save oorselves a lot 
of hassle. 


Flos, it was pretty otvioos Cedric had corhered 
the lemohade market, ESPECIALLY after he 
^>o+ o y his hew si^h. 
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B>u+ X (chew i-f we were ^ohha sell wa+er, i+ would 
have +o seen ex+ra-s^ecial -to ^e+ ^eo^?le +o PAY 
•for rh So X cane u^> wi+h ah awesone-souhdih^ 
hane, ahd +heh X -filled Mahhys baby ^>ool wi+h 



wftiie. 

UH 

hi 

b^i. 

A-.- 

5*o ****** 


X-f we were cjohha call -this s+u-ff ' fi+hess 
wa+er,” wed have +o le+ ^eo^le khow d ac+ually 
WORKED. So X had Rowley do sone Jun^>ihg 
Jacks ahd ^>ush _ u^s ih -froY\-i o-f our s+ahd. 
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XKe problem is, Rowleys ho+ ih -fKe bes+ sKape, so 



Luckily, a <juy wKo was ac+ually ih sKape came up 
+Ke Kill ri<jK+ after +Ka+, ahd X offered +o pay 
Kim a few bucks if Ke -hold t\/tryoY\t Ke 30+ iKai 
way by (irihkih^ our NRG R+hess VJa+er. 



3 u+ X ^uess Ke Kad be-Ker -+K»V\gs +0 do, because 
Ke -told us Ke wash-t ih+eres+ed. 
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Uh-for+uhA+ely, a Quy WAlkihg DOWN +Ke Kill 
oVerKeArd us, Ahd Ke SAid Ked te HAPPY +o 
ehdorse our ^rodoc+. 



+o te meAh or AVy+Kih<j, tu+ 
did ho+ l^AVe +Ke look we were A-f+er. 



So +o ru*ke Ki™ 30 awa^, X ^>Aid Ki™ +Kree tucks 
+o -fell ^>eo^>le Ke DIDNT drihk our s+u-f-f. 


X reAlized we were s+ill con^e+ihg -for teVerA^e 
dolLrs wi+h +Ke kid Across -+Ke s+ree+ Ahd +Ka+ if 
we were cjohhA nAke a vy REAL noohey, we heeded 
+o move our o^erA+ioh +o a wKole hew mArke+. 


A^d X khew Jus+ +Ke pLce* +Ke +owh 
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U+h -the ti^g cleahup ^oihg oh dowh -there, 

X -floored +here would be a TON of -thirs 
Voluh+eers. So me ahd Rowley loaded u^> a wacjoh 
wi+h as much of our product - as we could carry 
ahd headed dowh -the hill* 




Halfway +0 -the ^>ark, Rowley said he was dehydra+ed 
ahd heeded a drihk. X didh + wahha s+o^, bu+ he 
looked like he was c^ohha ^>ass out\ So X le+ him 
-take a bot~He ahd made a ho+e +0 dock his ^>ay 
la+er oh. 
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VJHeh we dowh -to -the ^>ark, i+ seemed like -the 
wKole TOWN was -there. &.Veryohe was workihg 
really hard, ahd i+ was ^re-Hy ho+ ou-|\ 


As a BONUS, -the wa+er -fooh+aih was brokeh, 
which meah+ ^eo^le didvvt have ahy real o^+iohs -for 

Rowley khew we 
were cjohha make a KILLING sellihg our s+u-ff. 




Uh-for+ohat-ely, Hon s^o^+ed 
asked wha+ we were uy -to. 


us n 


i^K+ away ahd 


I +old her we were ^or>ha sell our -frthess wa+er -to 
ahyohe who was willihg -to sKell 00+ a -few bocks. 
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E>u+ Mon said i+ was +acky +o ^>ro-fi+ off a buhch 

7 

+o cleah u^> +he -park. I +old her everybody 
who drahk our wa+er would be able -to Voluh+eer 
TWICE as hard, ahd +he whole cleahu^> would 30 
a lo'l’ quicker. 


of Voluh+eers who were sacri-ficihg +heir Sa+urd 



VJh lie ne ahd Mon were a r^u'tY\^ abou+ -this, +he 
ladies who were workihcj oh +he -flower bed +o+ally 
raided our sullies. 
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A*d te-fore we could do avy+hihg rttou+ i+, -they 
had poured our whole ihVeh+or^ o-f fi+hess wa+er 

e •+ was jos+ some c 



ih+o -the ^rouhd lik 



I did a cju.ck calcula+ioh ahd -figured +ha+ was 
a+ leas+ +wo huhdred dollars ih los+ ^rofi+s 
see^ihg ih+o -the grouhd. Bu+ +hose ladies jus+ 
weh+ righ+ tack +o +heir plah+ihg like i+ was ho 
tig deal. 

S+iII, i+ wash + -too la+e -for me ahd Rowley +o 
•+urh +Kis +hihg arouhd. Vie ^a+hered -the 
em^>-ty to-Hles ahd headed dowh -to +he creek 
•for a re-fill. 
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Mom s+e^ed ih our WAy. She "hold me Ahd Rowle 
she wAh+ed us -fo Kel-p +he Voloh+eers wi+h -the 
cleAho^>, Ahd hahded os some Lwh -fools -fo ^e+ 
s-for+ed. 


X ex^Lihed +hd+ we were BUSINESSMEN 
REAL bosihessmeh dohi work -for -free. B>o+ before 
X was eveh dohe +aljci>>^ ^ Rowley was oh his h<*hds 
Ahd khees ^Lh+ih^ ^>erehhirtls. 



X khew X had +o <je+ oo+ o-f +here as ^oickly as 
possible or I D ^e+ ro^>ed ih, -foo. B>o+ Mom was 
ohe s-fo^> AheAd o-f me. 


She SAid wheh X was li-H-le she osed +o -hake me 
+o +he ^Ark every dAy, Ahd +h<*+ "those were her 
mos+ s^eciAl memories o-f +he -two o-f os. 
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She +old me if we DIDN'T cleah +he park, 
OTHER moms woulcJh+ be able +o have -the same 
kihds of precious momeh+s wi+h THEIR kids. 



See, Horn khows EXACTLY h ow +o ^e+ +o me. 

A^d +haVs +he redisoh X fouhd mysel-f rakihg leaves 
for FREE ihs+ead of makihg a -truckload of mohey. 


1W rake Horn ^aVe me was a piece of Juhk, -though, 
bu+ wheh X asked for a hew ohe, she said everybody 
was doih^ +heir bes+ wi+h wha+ -they had. 

X+ -took me a half hour -to scrape -to^e-ther a measly 
pile of leaves, ahd +heh a buhch of IrbHe kids came 
■tearihg -through i+ ahd uhdid all my hard work. 
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Poh + ask me why ^eo^le fcrou^K+ "their li-H-le kids 
+o -the ^ark cleavup, fcecause -they were ho hel^> 

at - ALL. Xh fact-, -they were CONSTANTLY 

^e-Hihg ih+o -troufcle. 


ohe ^oih+ a 

•pile o-f fertilizer, ahd someohe h<*d "to chase -them 
out - o-f "there. 


fcuhch o-f "them were ^layihg ih 
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^TKe whole ^>ark cleahu^ effort was TOTALLY 
disorcjahiz-ed. hJobody was really ih charge, so ft 
was just complete CHAOS. 



Things got eVeh CRAZIER wheh a bus -pulled 
ihto the ^arkihg Iot ahd a buhch o-f teehagers ih 
orah^e Jumpsuits -filed out. 
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A^areh-Hy guys were bused ih -to serve 

-their pohish^eh-b -for commrH*ihg crimes like 
sho^lif+ihg Ahd Vdihcirtlism. A^d if X had "to guess, 
Xd SAy a -few o-f +Kem were direc+ly res^ohsible 
■for +Ke ^raffi+i oh +Ke playgroohd e<^uiymeh+. 


H* commuhi-ty service guys were more ih+eres+ed 
ih goo-fihg o-ff -thah ^i+chihg ih. A^d some 
of -the s+uf-f -they were doihg was dowhrigh+ 

DANGEROUS. 



E>u+ righ+ wheh i+ seemed like i+ cooldh + ge+ Ahy 
worse , a buhch of VAhs rolled ih+o -the ^Arkihg 
lo+ Ahd Ah eh+ire Girl Scou*t +roo^ poured ou+ of 
-the vehicles. 
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everyone 

a+ +He ^>ark cleahu^ ih+o se^>ara+e -teams, wH*h a 
Girl Scou+ ih charge o-f each ohe. 


VJi+Kih +eh nihu+es ; +hev h<*d orgahiz-ed 





























































My -team was responsible -for raking leaves in -the 
playground area, and -the girl in charge of my 
group was a Brownie. 



1+ was a Irbtle embarrassing, but - -to be honest 
wi+h you, X was WAPPY -the Girl Scou+s came in 
and whipped everybody in+o shape. 


E-Very -time X Ve seen -the Girl Scout's get" involved 
wi+h a project, Xve been IMPRESSED. 


A "few mon+hs ago, -the -town wan+ed -to build a 
community garden, but" nobody could get" -their act" 
-toge+her and -the project -fizzled out". 

















teaD 


-h^eh -^e Girl Scours swooned ih ahd tu.H +Ke 
wKole +K>^3 on a Sundew a-f+ernoon. 



I’ll -tell y ou +Kis: X*f you ^>u+ <x ^rou^> o-f boys my 
age ih charge o-f some+hi^g like -fhai, ho+hihg 

good would come o ( i-K ESPECIALLY if +Ure 
were yower -fools ihVolved. 
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E-Veh -though -they were a+ -the +owh ^>ark +o work, 
-the Girl Scou+s wereh + c^ohha le+ ah o^or+uhity 
+o do some -fuhcirrtisih^ ^ass -them by. "They se+ 
u^> a s+ahd +o sell cookies,, ahd ohe o-f -their -firs+ 
cus+omers was MOM. So X ^uess shed charged 
her mihd abou+ ^eo^>le sellihg s+uf-f -to Voloh+eers. 



X was <^lad +he Girl Scou+s were ruhhihg -the show, 
bu+ -they were workihcj us WARD. After ah hour o-f 
rakihg, X was worh ou+ ahd wah+ed +o cjo home. 
Bu+ i+ was clear -they wereh-t le-ttih^ ANYONE 
30 uh+il -the las+ lea-f was bagged. 


A^o+her ^ersoh ih my grou^> who seemed a IrHle 
worh ou+ was my Homework Buddy, Trew. 
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OTHER ^eo^le -figured ou+ now snar+ rrew is, 
and a buhcn ofi grown-u^>S S+ar+ed bugging Kim 
■for s+u-fif +Kev’d usually ge+ front +Keir PHONES. 


FREW? HOW’S 
THE STOCK 
MARKET 
TRENDING? 


FREW? WHAT’S 
THE WEATHER 
FORECAST 
FOR THIS 
WEEKEND? 


FREW? HAVE 
ANY CATS DONE 
ANYTHING 
AMUSING 
TODAY? 


f<VrTK 






r<VO> 


/vV^rOnr^ 




1 VKkMvMi 

-O' 


X ho+iced +K^'l' every \\a\-f hour, +he Girl Scoo+s 
ro+rt+ed -from cjrou^> +0 ^rou^>. So dorihg a 
cHangihg of -the c^uard, X saw ny o^or+uhiHy 

Ahd TOOK rh 





























X khew EXACTLY where X was headed, +oo*‘ 
+he creek. 


Ylheh X was oh +he swim +ean ih -firs+ <ji"ade, 
Pad used +o dro^> ne o-f-f a+ +he +owh ^>ool ever 
day. Bo+ +he MINUTE he drove away, Vi 
ruh dowh +o +he creek ahd ca+ch nihhows uh+il 
^rac-Kce was over. 



Xd always make sore X < go'l' tack +o +he ^>ool te-fore 
Pad cane ■+o “pick ne ip, ahd Xd jonp ih a+ +he 
las+ secohd so i+ looked like Xd teeh swimmih^ 

+he whole -tine. 
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B>u+ ohce, Pa<J came EARLY +o wa+ch me 
ahd X <juess X 30+ carried away ca+ctwhg 


^rac+ice, 

mihhows. 


So X ehded ^e-Hihg +0 -the ^>ool AFTER Pad; 
ahd X <30+ tus+ed. 



X>da^ ; X -floored Xd jos+ -fake a <^uick trea+her 
dowh ty +Ke creek ahd ^e-h tack +0 work. 

E>0+ iKir'+y secohds a-f+er X 30+ +here, X heard 
sometody crashing -through +he tushes. 


X+ +urhs 00+ Frew h<*d seeh me -fake oFF From +he 
^laygrouhd; ahd he FOLLOWED me. 
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Frew said he couldF+ hahdle all -the ^es+erihg -from 
+he 2 ro wh-u^s a secohd loh^er, ahd wheh he saw 
me leave he +hot»^h+ X had -the ri^h+ idea. 


VJh ile we were -talking, we heard some+hihg BIG 
comihg our way. X +hough+ i+ r*>i gh+ be a BEAR, 
bu+ X was ^re*Hy shocked +o see +ha+ i+ was ohe 
of+he cormuhi+y service guys. 
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Xh fac+j X KNEW +KiS guy. H'S hrtme was Billy 
Ro+her, ahd he used +o hahg ou-i ih our tasemeh-l' 
wheh Rodricks tahd ^rac+iced. 



A moh+h or so ago, X heard Rodrick -tellihg ohe 
o-f h»s friehds +ha+ Billy go+ caugh+ s+ealihg a ^ack 
o-f sour gummy worms a+ -the cohVehiehce s+ore. 



X really wash-+ ha^y +his guy had -followed me 
+o my hidihg s^oi. X -told Billy he should go 
tack +o +he ^>ark te-fore he go+ us ALL ih -trouble. 





















Bu+ Billy said he was nakir^ a ruh for i+ ahd 
was NEVER cjoihg back +o connuhi+y service. 


rrT^nno 



rrOyrn 


*Theh Billy s+ar+ed blubbering abou^ how when he 
was li'H’le his non bough+ a ^>ack of sour gunny 
worns for hi™ and his bro+her +o share, bu+ his 
bro+her wouldn't give hirn a single worn and a+e 
-the whole ^>ack. 



Billy said -the only reason he s+ole -fron -the 
convenience s+ore was so he could finally have a 


^>a< 


:k of 


sour 


gunny 


worns all +0 WIMbELF. 









X was ge-H'ihg really uhcon-for+able lis+ehihg -to 
+Kis guy go oh ahd oft, ahd X was Ko^ihg Frew 
would b \t\^ ne -talk sone sehse ih+o Kim. 


B>u+ -tKeh Frew s+ar+ed wi+K a s^eecK of K*s OWN. 


Frew s+arted -talkihg about- Kow K*s ^areh+s make 
Kin ge+ u^> a+ 5*00 ih +Ke norhihg six days a week 
+o s+udy for -+Ke geogra^Ky bee, ahd Kow Kes 
heVer go-H-eh -to ^lay laser -tag because Kis ^areh+s 
say i+s a was+e of -tine. 



IKis was all ge+t-ihg -ho be a IrHte nucK for ne, ahd 
X decided X'd ra+Ker be rakihg leaves -tKah lis-tehihg 
+o +Kese guys -hell +Keir sob s+ories. 
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e ol 

Bu+ all of a suddeh +Ka+ Browhie appeared ou+ o-f 
howKere ahd TOTALLY caucjM' roe o-f-f ^uard. 



So X s+ar+ed Keadihcj tack -to +K 



My ihs+ihc+s kicked ih ahd X RAN. Frew ahd 
Billy saw roe -take o-f-f, ahd +Key were ri^R-h oh 
roy Keels. 


Bert -the Browhie was carryih^ a WHISTLE, ahd 
+Ke hex+ +Kih^ X khew, +Ke wKole Girl Scoo+ 
■troo^ was ih Ko+ ^ursurh 


X s+ar+ed "to ruh FASTER wKeh X realized 
roe ahd Frew roi^K‘1' ^ei ih serious -troutle -for 
Kartorihg a -fo^i+ive. 
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X didh + khow i-f Girl Scou+s ac+ually had 
-\\\t au+horiHy +o ARREST ahyohe, bu-+ X wash-+ 
<johha s+ick arouhci +o -fihcj ou+. 





For all X khew, +Ka+ was some+hihg "they heeded 
+o do +o earh ohe o-f -their badges. 

Ohce -the chase was oh, Billy -took -the lead., ahd 
me ahd Xrew Just- -followed HIM. X+ was 
obvious hed had ex^eriehce wi+h -this kihd o-f -thihg, 
because he seemed +o khow wha+ he was doihg. 
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A-f+er a while we were able -to pu+ sone dis+ahce 
be+weeh ourselves ahd +he Girl Scou+s, ahd we 
could barely hear +he whis+le. So we s+op^ed for 
a mihu+e +o ca+ch our breach* 



Billy said we were cjohha heed our eher^y +o s+ay 
ahead of “the Girl Scou+s. 




















Xheh he -took 00+ a -few rolls of Xhih Mih+s -that' 

is jom 

be+weeh os. 


^sorh ahd s^lrh -them o^> 


were -hocked away ih h 


X^ jost - <johha assome he PAID -for -those cookiesj 
becaose if he DIDN T, X doh-h wahha khow. 




frOyOOy^ 


After we foeled 0^ oh cookies, Billy said we 
shoold all di+ch our CLOTHES, becaose i-f -the 
osed DOGS +0 -track os, we coold "throw -then 
off oor -trail. 



'bKM* In \Uvi^)Ki^\/f E$2z-y\ >Ms^W^w u 









Theh i+ dawhed oh me ■+ha _ l' if "this <juy couldh + 
^e+ away wi+h s+ealihg a ^?ack of sour chummy 
worms, he was ^>rotatly -the LAST ^ersoh X 
should te +akihg +h»s kihd of advice -from. 

X realized X*d made a HUGE mis+ake ahd s+ar+ed 
lookihg for a way ou+ o-f +he si+ua+ioh. So X +old 
+he <^uys we should spli+ u^>, sayih^ if we DID, 
we'd te harder +o ca+ch. 


B>u+ Trew said we should s+ick TOGETHER. 


He said we could travel arouhd +he couh+ry ahd 
have crazy adveh+ures, ahd mayte eVeh joih +he 
circus somewhere alohc^ +he way. 
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Billy seemed +o like -fhai idea, +oo. *Theh -the -two 
o-f -them s+ar+ed ar^oih^ over who should ^e+ -the 
mohey -for -the movie ricjh+s -to our s+ory i-f we ever 
became -famous. 



X decided -to use -the o^or+uhi+y -to -try ahd sli^> 
away. Bu+ wheh X -turhed +o leave, a ^rou^ o-f 
Vahs a^eared ou+ o-f NOWHERE. 



Horn was ih -the lead Vah, ahd -the Girl Scou+s were 
ih -the Vehicles ricjh'l' behihd her. 


^fhere was a secohd -there wheh I -thought" Erew 
migh+ -try +o make a las+-di+ch a-h+em^>+ -to escape. 
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But a-f+er all his big about li-fe oh the ruh, he 
totally -fell +o pieces. 



X thought Mom would be really mad; but she 
seeded RELIEVED. She wahted to khow what X 

was thihkihg, ruhhihfj away like that. 


X -figured Billy was goihg dowh ho matter WHAT. 
A^d there was ho use ih all THREE o-f us gettihg 
ih -trouble. So X ^ihhed the whole thihg oh HIM. 
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X ^uess X -feeI a IrH-le bad. B>u+ +o be -fair, s+ealihc^ 
-the Thih Hih+s was ms idea. 


X doh + khow how nuch conrwhHy service -they re 
^ohha -tack oh -to Billys seh+ehce. B>u+ by -the -time 
he's DONE, X ^>lah +o be a-Hehdihg a college 
halfway across -the cooh+ry. 




ZOOA7 




r 

■ ■ !« 


COMMUNITY 


[ 



IKe craziest -thihg o-f all was -the way Hon -foohd 
us ih -the FIRST ^>lace. 


VJheh she <jo+ -th<*+ GPS chi^> for -the PIG, she 
^0+ ohe -for ME, -too. So Xve beeh walkihg arouhd 
wi+h ohe of -those -thihc^s a-H-ached +o my shoelace 
■for -the ^as+ -two moh+hs wi-thou+ eVeh khowihg rh 


103 
















wKeh X disappeared -from +he park, Hon 
used her PWONE +o -figure oo+ where X was. 



t'lows ho+ +he +ine +o conplaih afcou+ Hon fceihg 
oVerpro+ec+iVe, -though* Because i-f she hadr/+ cone 
+o ny rescue, X ni^h+Ve ehded up ih a +raVelih^ 
circus wi+h Frew ahd Billy. 


Bu+ s+ill , so much -for Mon qoiYio elec+rohics—free. 
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OCTOBER 


Friday 

Xf Pad was oh my case BEFORE,, he's a hohdred 
-times worse NOW. 


After -the -towh ^>ark ihcideh-t las+ weekehd; i+s 
^re-Hy otvioos he -thihks X cah + be -trus+ed. 

A^d whehever hes home ; he likes -to have me ahd 
Grahd^a ih -the same room so he cah kee^> ah eye 
oh BOTH of us. 



X wish X heVer khew aboui -the webcam; -though; 
because iVs <jo+ me really ^arahoid. *There could 
ac+ually be MULTIPLE cameras ih -the house. 


Xn pre-Hy sure -there's ohe ih Mahhy's s-tu-f-fti 
dock; because i+s eyes seem -to follow me. 
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If -there's NOT a camera ih +here, +heh Xve 
teeh makihg a ^>re-Hy ticj -fool oi/t of mysel-f -the 
^>as+ -few days. 



Luckily, Horn -took Pad "to -the air^or+ -to c^o 
oh a tusihess -+ri^ +his morhih^, ahd X khow he 
cah + mohi-tor me +he whole -h’me hes away. S+ill, 
Xve teeh ex+ra careful ho+ -to screw u^>, jus+ ih 
case hes 30+ ohe o-f +hose wetcams recordihg -to 
hard drive somewhere. 


Xhis morhih^ wheh X was trushihg my +ee+h* X 
made sure -to ^>u+ +he -too-hh^as-te ca^> tack oh +he 
-tote +he way Pad always -hells me. 


E>u+ my -fihgers were sli^^ery, ahd X droned +he 
ca^> ih +he sihk. 


Ill 
















X+ boohced aroohd a few -times, +heh i+ weh+ 
ri^K+ dowh +he drcJiih. 



X khew +he SECOND Pad cjo+ home -from 
his -trip hed cjo +o +he ops+airs ba+hroom +o make 
sore +he cap was oh +he ioo+hpas+e. So X had +o 

3 e+ .*+ BACK. 


Xhe firs+ +hihg X did was -\ry ahd fish +he cap 
oo+ of +he draih wi+h a co*ttoh swab. B>o+ all X 
maha^ed +o poll op was a bohch of hair ahd 
o+her ^ohk. 
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And how X khow wha+s ih peoples sihks, X 
c^uarah+ee you XU heVer be a plumber. 


X -figured X probably pushed +he +oo+K^>^s+e cap 
eVeh FARTHER dowh +he draih wi+h +h<*+ co'H'oh 
swab, so X opehed +he cabihe+ uhder +he sihk +o 
see i-f X could -figure ou^ where i+ ehded up. 



X khew Pad h<*d <* buhch o-f do-H’-yourself books 
oh ^lunbih^ ih +he baseme^rl - , ahd X -figured 
•fhered be some s+ep-by-s+ep ihs+ruc+iohs -to show 
exac-Hy how -to Ac ■this sor+ o-f -thihg. 


X couldhi make heads or -tails o-f -the diagrams 
ih -the book, so X “took my best - shot - a+ rt. 
There was a plas+ic -tube uhderhea-th "the sihk, 
Figured 

somewhere ihside. 


-the -too+hpast'e cap mus+ be 
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So X loosehed -the hu+ +hdr|- held +he +ube -to +he 
me+al pipe, ahd +he -tube came ou+ pre-tty easily. 


X ^uess X was supposed +o +urh of-f a valve or 
some+hihg, -though; because +he hex+ +hih^ X 
khew, wa+er was sprayih<j ou+ all over +he place. 



X+ +ook me a mihu+e +o -figure. ou+ how +o sh<tt 
ofT +he valve, ahd by +he +ime X did; +here was a 
hu^e puddle oh -the -floor. 
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X soaked u^> as much wa+er as X could wrlh +he 
bowels +ha-+ were ih -the ta+hroom. Theh X rah 
dowh +he s+airs +o ge+ some more ou+ of +he 
lauhdr^ room. 

E>u+ wheh X go+ dowh +0 +he ki+cheh, X realized 

X h*d a bigger ^>roti em. 

-3^jZ- 



X +old Grahdpa where +he wa-fer was comihg 
from ; tu+ he didh+ seem +00 cohcerhed. H e said 
■+he ohly REAL damage would te a wa+er s+aih oh 
+he ki+cheh ceilihg. 


Xm glad Grahdpa -thought i+ was ho tig deal, 
tu+ Xm sure Pad would see +he si+ua+ioh 

DIFFERENTLY. 
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el y ne ou+ of 
ahd he +old ne he would. Grahd^a said +heres a 
special kihd of ^>aih+ +hd+ covers u^ wa+er s+aihs, 
ahd hed +ake me +o +he Hardware s+ore +o <je+ i+. 

Th<*+ souhded GREAT. \\t grabbed Pads keys 
ahd we <jo+ ih +he car. B>u+ wheh we backed ou+ of 
+he driveway, Grahd^a elided a irash cah. 


+his 


ness, 




X wash + +oo cohcerhed, bu+ wheh we hi+ a 
hei<jhbors MAILBOX, X s+ar+ed +o <je+ worried. 

X realized X couldh + renenber +he las+ -fine X was 
ih a car wi+h Grahdpa a+ +he wheel. A^d all of a 
suddeh i+ hi+ ne* Las+ year, Grahd^a -failed Kis 
drivers +es+, so -they -took away Kis LICENSE. 
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He hashi teeh allowed +o drive sihce. 


X was really Y\trVous, so X -fold Grahd^a mayte 
we should go tack home. bu+ how +U+ he was oh 
+he o^>eh road; +here was ho iurhih^ tack. 




By -the -time we ^o+ ou+ o-f our heicjhtorhood , he 
seemed +o te ^e'H'ihg +he hah^ o-f rh Bu+ X was 
s+ill ^>re-Hy worried wheh we 30+ oh +he ram^> -for 
+he highway. 


Luckily^ -there werehd- a lo+ o-f ^?eo^le drivihg a+ 
-that* -time o-f day, ahd -the hardware s+ore was 
ohly a -few miles a wav 


7 


T 
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IKe weird +hihg wd \s, all o-f +he si^hs alohg +he 
side o-f +he road were -facihg +he wroh<j way, which 
was really coh-fosihg. 

Vlheh X saw -two cars comih<j toward os, X 
realized +ha+ somehow Crahdpa had +akeh 

+he EXIT ramp ihs+ead o-f +he ENTRANCE 
ramp, ahd we were headed ir> +he WRONG 

DIRECTION. 
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Crahd^a slammed oh +he brakes, ahd +he 
car did a 130 before comihej -to a s+o^ ih -the 
breakdowh lahe. X+s a MIRACLE we didh + 
^e+ b*i"L Ahd oor hear-dea+K ex^eriehce really 
shook bo+h of os o^>. 



Soddehly a wa+er s+aih oh +he ki+cheh ceilihg 
didhi seem like such a bi^ deal ahymore. He ahd 
Grahdpa agreed we should jos+ <jo back home ahd 
call i+ a day. 


A+ leas+ NOW we were beaded ih +Ke ri 3 K+ 
direc+ioh. Bo+ wheh Grahd^a ^o+ -the car ih drive, 
i+ rolled a -few fee+, +Keh cohked oo+. 



Ill 

























A+ -firs+ X +hough+ sone+hihg nus+Ve ha^ehed 
+0 +he car wheh Grahdpa slanmed oh +he brakes, 
toH" wheh X looked a+ -the dashboard, X realized 
we were ou+ of GAS. 



Rod rick used +he car las+ high+ wheh he weh+ +0 
work, ahd of COURSE Re didh + refuel rh 


a saw a sigh ahead +ha+ said +here was a 
service s+a+ioh a mile u^> +he road, ahd he +old ne 
he was gohha walk -there ahd brihg back a cah of 
gas so we coo 


Id ge+ h 


one. 



X wah+ed +0 go WITH hi™, bo+ he said X 
should s+ay ih -the car so i+ didh + get- -towed by 
-the highway de^artneh+. X didh"t -feel great- 
about- -the whole idea, but- X -figured i+ was -the 
ohly choice X had. 
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Grahd^a headed off oh foo-t, ahd X warted for 
wha+ mos+Ve teeh ah HOUR. X was s+aH-ihcj +o 
^e+ a li-H-le worried, ahd +Keh X looked a+ -the 
rearview mirror ahd saw some+hihg ih +he dis+ahce. 


A 3 rou ^ °f ^eo^>le were walkihg toward +he car 
alohg -the side of -the road. A+ -first* X was 
exerted, fcecause X "thought* "they micjht* te atle -to 
HELP. But* wheh X saw +heir orah^e jum^sur+s, 

X FROZE. 


1+ was -the commuhity service <jahg, ahd "they 
were comihej my way. 



Ylheh -they <jot* closer, X saw -that* ohe of -them 
was -that* <^uy BILLY. X "thought* afcout* makihg 
a ruh for it*, fcut* X didh+ waht* -to -take my 
chahces out* ih t*he opeh. 
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X did +he ohl^ o+her +hihcj X could +K*ViJc. o-f , 
which was +o lock +he doors <*hd HIDE. Xhere 
Areh+ <x whole lo+ o-f cjood hidir^ places ih a CAR, 
-though, so +he fces+ X could do was dowh 

uhderhea+h +he dashboard ahd s+ay really s+ill. 



Xheh X Keld ry brea+h ahd grayed. X+ +ook 
FOREVER For +hose $uys +0 <je+ +o +he car, 
ahd wheh -\\\zy fihally DID,, -they decided i+ was a 
^ood ^>lace +o -take +heir luhch break. 





122 






























E-Veh+oally +he commohi+y service crew -fihished 
ea+ihg ahd moved oh. B>u+ -they le-f+ <* ho^e mess, 
which jos+ ^oes +o show, -they wereh + -+Akihg 
+heir highway cleahop do+ies -too seriously. 



Ohce X was sore -they were <johe, X 30+ back op. 
Bo+ BOTW o-f my le^s had *frtlleh asleep -from beihg 
ih such Ah Awkward posrKoh -for +ha+ lohcj, so X 
grabbed +he hahdle oh -the ceh+er cohsole +0 poll 
mysel-f op. 



E>o+ +he hahdle MOVED, Ahd wheh i+ did> so did 

+he CAR. 
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X had accideh+aiy sKi-f+ed +he car ih+o 
NEUTRAL, ahd •+ s+ar+ed +o roll FORWARD. 



XPe car was ^ickihg s^eed, so X s+e^ed oh 
+he brake. Bu+ i+ locked ahd +he car jus+ 
ke^+ ^oihcj. X was a-fraid X was c^ohha roll 00+ 
ih+o -tra-f-fic ahd ^e+ hrh 


X^eh X saw GRANDPA walkihg toward me ih +he 
breakdowh lahe, ahd X PANICKED. 
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I Jerked +he s+eerihg wheel left ahd jus+ 
BARELY missed Grahdpa. Tie ^rofclem w <xs, +he 
car rolled righ+ ih+o a DITCH. A^d +h<*Vs where 
i+ s+cyed uVvhl Horn came -two hours L+er wi+h ihe 
-towihg comoahy. 



If I had +o do i+ all over a^aih, I would Ve jus'l' 
left -th<*+ -too+hpas+e ca^> ih -the draih. 

Mohd ay 

I BEGGED Horn hot" -to -tell Pad wha*!" ha^ehed 
+o 4>e car wheh he 30+ home. 
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B>o+ she said sihce +he -fehcler was all tabbed op, 

he'd fihd oo+ ANYWAY. 



X realized ny ohl^ op+ioh was +o cje+ oo+ o-f +owh. 

A^d X +hoo^h+ of +he PERFECT wa^ +o do i+. 


Xhe class +rip +o H^dscrafcfcle Earns s+ar+s +oday 
ahd ^oes for a whole WEEK. X -figore ly +he 
+ine X ge+ BACK, Pad will have cooled dowh, a+ 
leas+ a li++le. 


ny ni 

+rip, ahd she was all exci+ed. 

She called +he school +o nake sore X coold s+ill 
30, ahd lockily +here were a hahdFol of spaces left 
ih +he cafcihs. 



So X +old Mon X chahged 
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X wehd trough ny took tacj ahd -fouhd dhe 
^>Ackih<3 Iisd dhey sehd home lasd mohdh do check 
whad X heeded do trih^. 


Hardscrabble Farms 
Supply List 


A - =\ 






Bug spray Jeans 

Hiking boots Plastic bag 

Raincoat Sunscreen 

Canteen Toiletries 

Day pack Wool socks 

NO electronic devices 
NO junk food 


Xd was -too lade do cjo oud Ahd sho^> for all dhad 
sdu-ff. Luckily Hon -fouhd Rodricks do-f/el ta<^ ih 
dhe ^aracje, which he had heVer oh^acked -from 
wheh HE wehd oh dhe dnj> a -few years a^o. 


were some hikihg toods, a raihcoad, a 
cahdeeh, tug s^ray, ahd a tuhch of odher dKih^s 
oh dhe lisd, which was gread. 
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£>u+ +he ba^ REEKED because -there was a hal-f- 
ea+eh han sahdwich ih -there, whic HU sone-thihg 
^rowih^ out - o-f rh 



X was a IrHle worried about - -the -food si+ua+ioh 
a+ can^>, ahd I was -ten^+ed "to -try ahd sheak 
a -few cahd^ bars ih. £>u+ X wash-t sure what" -the 
^>ehalty was i-f you CAUGHT,, so X decided "to 
just - Ride -then ih ry sock drawer so hobody would 
ea+ -them while X was ^ohe. 


e ahy ri 

ry COMFORT, -though. 

X s-tu-f-fed -three whole coh-taihers o-f Freshies ih+o 
Rodricks ba^, eveh -though "that - neaht* X couldht - 
M +Ke raihcoa-t. 


sks wheh it" cane -to 


X wash+ willihg +o -tak 
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X buried +he Freshies a+ bo-H-on o-f +Ke fcdi^ 
becAuse X didh + WAh+ Hon +o khow X was -hsikihg 
-then. Hon SAys bAby wipes Are -too expehsiVe -for 
eVeryohe -to use oh a re^uUr bAsis Ahd -they're 

reserved -for MANNY. 


See, -this is -the nAih reASoh X wAh+ -to be rich 
wheh Xn older. Ylheh X h<*Ve a -toh o-f nohey, X 
cAh buy as nAhy bAby wipes as X WANT. 
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Birf uh+il X h<*Ve roohey o-f roy owh, X II have +o 
keep raiding Mahhys supply. 



VJheh X was jus+ atou+ ready +o leave -for +he 
-trip, Grahdpa gave roe a took he said roigh+ coroe 

ih h<*^dy. 



Grahdpa said 'the took telohged +o hi™ as a w, 
ahd he gave i+ +o Pad wheh ME was roy age. \^low 
he wah+ed ME -to h<*Ve rh 
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X+ looked a Irf-He ou+da+ed +0 ne, to+ X di’dh+ 
wah+ +0 hor+ Grahd^rtS feelih^s. So X “told him Vi 
-take i+ wi+h me rthd read i+ +he firs+ chahce X 30+. 



Xhere was JUST ehou^K room +0 *fi+ i+ ih my 
tok^ ^ ahd X -figured +he more s+u-ff “piled oh -ta^> o-f 
+Ke Freshies, +he te-Her. 


me off <*+ school +Kis morhih^, 

X WdiS SERIOUSLY uh^re^ared 

■for -this -trip 


Ylfeh Hon droned 
-though, X realized 
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E,Veryfcody else had a TON o-f gear, ahd X *fel+ 
like X h<*d uhder^acked. 



After A || our s+ott was loaded oh-to +Ke bus, +he 
bacjs -took u^ a+ leasi h<*l f +he s^ace. 


Th<*+ meah+ we h<*d "to double u^ oh sea+s, which 
made +he ride -to Hardscrabble Farms -feel a LOT 
lohger +Kah i+ should Ve. 
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VJKeh we -fihrtiy ^o+ +here Ahd drove -through 
-the naih eh+rahce, X was yre+ty relieved. B>u+ 
-the Us+ stretch was BRUTAL tecAose i+ was a 
dirt- roAd. 



i m 


1 ' '* 

» '4 

At 



IV' 



HARDSCRABBLE 

FARMS 

Old-fashioned 
values for 
today s youths 


$OMP • 


VJheh we go+ o-f-f -the bus, a grou^> o-f kids 
■from Aho+her school was jos+ leAVihg. A^d "they 
looked like -they couldht - be ge-Hihg out - o-f -there 
sooh ehough. 
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A kid ih +be tdick was boldihg a bahdwrrH’eh Si^gh 
+K^+ didh + nAke Ahy sehse +o me. 





A couple o-f my clASSmA+es seeded ^re++y -freAked 
oo+ wbeh +bey saw rh A toy s+Ahdihg hex+ +o 
me SAi'd bis older bro+ber weh+ +o H^dscrAbble 
Farms a -few yeArs bAck Ahd +old Kirn aII Aboo+ 

Sil as ScrA+cb. 


A^^reh+ly +bis SiUs ScrA+cb guy was a -fArmer 
wbo lived a+ H Ar *dscrAbble Fa rns a loh<j +ime acjo, 
bo+ +beh +be cooh+y cAme ih Ahd kicked birn o-f-f 
bis Uhd. 
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A'^o'l’her kid chided ^d said WE. heard Silas 
Scra+ch weh+ +o live ih -the -forts-Yj where he 
survived ty ea+ihg slu^s ahd terries. Xheh Melihda 
Hehsoh said she heard he weh+ CRAZY ahd ^rew 
his -fihgerhails really loh<j. 



See } X could Ve dohe wi+hou+ -the ^ar+ atou+ -the 
lohg -fihgerhails, tecause •+ha+ sor+ o-f +hiV\g real I 
^ives me -the willies. 
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Ohe o-f our cha^erohes, Hr. Healey , said +ha+ 
wheh WlS class weh+ +o Hardscrabble Farms , a kid 
hamed Frahkie came across Silas Scra+chs shack ih 
+he woods. A^d af+er Frahkie saw i+, he was hever 
+he same. 



A^yohe who hadh+ heard o-f Silas Scra+ch 
BEFORE khew abou-f hi™ NOW, because -the 
s+ory spread like wild-fire. 





X fouhd +he whole Silas Scra+ch +hih<j dis+urbihg. 
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X GUARANTEE you, if ahyohe -fold me +here 

e c^rouhds of 
Hardscrabble Farms, X would Ve jus+ s+ayed home 
ahd +akeh my chahces wi+h DAD. 

After we were dohe uhloadihcj +he bus, we 

owh +o -the maih lod^e, 
which was a ^iah+ lo^j cabih wi+h a buhch of lohcj 
tables ihside. 


brou^K'l' our steff d 



arge was Mrs. Graziaho 


eVeryohe sa+ 
cam^> rules. Xhere were a BUNCW of +hem, bu+ 

+he ohe she said was mos+ im^orterrl- was +ha+ boys 
ahd ^irls areh + allowed +o visrf each o+hers cabihs 
for ahy reasoh. 


dowh, she <jaVe a speech abou+ +he 


, ahd 


ohce 
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Mrs. Grozioho said -this wd \s her hihe+eeh+h ^ed \r 
comihej +o Hordscrofcble forms, ohd she woshd- 
^oftftfi ^o+ o^> wi+h fifty hohsehse -from ohybody. 
~Theh she had +he cho^erohes qo -through 
ever^ohes bo<js +o make sore hobody wos +r^ihg 
+o sheok ih d \Y\y johk -food or elec+rohics. 



A "few kids <jo+ tos+ed wi+h s+uff ih +heir bo^s. 
Hike Borrows hod o ^oohd of Swedish fish ih his 
bockfock, ohd Poohe Hi^ihs ^o+ coocjh't' +ryih<j 
+o smo<j<jle ih o ^ioh‘1' chocolo+e-chi^ cookie. 
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X was really ^lad Xd left -those cahdy tars tack 
hone, tu-t X was a Irttle worrieci -the cha^erohes 

taty wi^es. Ohce Hr. Johes 
caucjh+ a whi-f-f of ny tacj, -though, he didht- <jo 
di^cjihg ahy -fur+her. 


nicjht' coh-fisca+e my 




After -that- we had luhch, which was hot- docjs, 
taked teahs, ahd s+u-f-fed ^e^pers. Xhere wereh-t 
ahy o+her choices , so if you <Mh*+ like ahy of 
■those -thih^s, you were ou+ of luck. 



Vlheh luhch was over, -the cha^erohes -told us -to 
scrape our leftovers ih+o a ^iah+ ^o-t. 











X hadh + touched roy s+uffed ^>e^er, so X donned 



X asked Hr. Healey why we ^u+ our lef+overs 
ih+o a ^>o+ ihs+ead of -the -trash cah. H e said a+ 
Hardscrattle Fams ho -food ^oes -to was+e, ahd 
every+hihg we didh*t ea-t -for TWIS meal is ^u+ 
ih+o a s+ew -for *the NEXT ohe. 




He said rt was -the same way wheh he came +o -this 
cam^> as a kid, ahd -they s+ill used +he exact- same 
^o+. That- meahs -there could he lef+oVers -from 

-thirty YEARS a<jo ih that thihg. 


After luhch Hrs. Graziaho ahd the -female 
chaperohes took the girls to the other side o-f 
cam^> +0 30 +o their cafcihs. 


TfO 






Hon had ac+uaiy wah+ed +o Voluh+eer as a 
chaperohe las+-nihu+e, bu+ she wash + confor+able 
leavihg Hahiry wi+h Rodrick ahd Grahd^>a. 'Tha-|- 
kihd o-f s-h’hks, +hou<jh; because she could Ve -fed 
fhside ih-forndrh'oh fron +he ^irls side o-f can^>. 

/YOU DON'T STAND A 
[ CHANCE WITH LAUREN, 
l BUT CHLOE THINKS YOU 
V HAVE A CUTE BUTT! 




s s+tye 

cabih assi^hneh+s. Hos^ of -the <^rou^>s were kids who 
hahcj ou+ -tege+her a+ school, tuT each cabih seened 
+o have ONE kid who didh+ belohg. 



d back ih +he cafe+eria +o ge+ our 
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The school must- have decided +o spread -the 
-troutlenakers 00+ so -there wouldh-t t>e more 
■+hah ohe ih ahy cafcih. 


The ohly cjrou^> that - h*d MORE th<*h ohe 
troufclemaker was Hr. Hozz/s ^rou^>. Bui Hr. 
Huzzi works dis a ^risoh c^uard, so X ^oess +h 
■figured he could hahdle i+. 




Sihce X recjis+ered la+e, X 30+ ^u+ with the 
c^rou^> o-f LEFTOVERS, which ihcluded Rowle 














X was ^lad X ^ot assi^hed to the sane cabih as 
Rowley, but X wash't ha^py his FATHER was the 
cha^erohe. Hr. JeF-fersoh has hever really beeh a 
bi<j fah of mihe, ahd X washt lookihg Forward to 
beihg cooked u^> with Kim for « wKole WEEK. 


Xt was pretty clear whoever h<*d our cabih last 
didht bother cleahihg u^> after themselves. 



0 he kid ih my ^rouy, Juliah Xhimble, seemed to be 
takihg the situatioh pretty hard, because his li^> 
started to quiver as sooh as we walked ih the door. 


X was kihd of surprised Juliah decided to come 
oh this tri^, because X m c^uessihg hes hever beeh 
awa 
before. 


from his ^arehts overhi^ht 
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Juliah was always +he kid who made a ticj scehe 
every norhihcj dorihg dro^-o-f-f -tine a+ school. 
Ohce, ih secohd ^rade, he had such a s+roh^ ^ri^ 
oh his non +hd‘l' +he vice ^rihci^al had +o cone 
dowh +o ^>eel -then a^ar+. 



X -figured Juliah decided +o cjo oh -this tri^ oh his 
OWN, fcirt wheh X renentered +he scehe a+ +He 


school +his norruViq, X s+ar+ed +o wohder i f his 

























































































E,veryfcody s+Ar+ed pickihg ou+ +heir tuhks, Ahd 
+Ka+s w heh X -fouhd ou+ why eVeryohe KaJ such 
ticj i)A^S. 



jusi Assume 

cAre O'f j tu+ X cjuess +Ka+ was +oo much +o ho^e 
■for a+ a ^Uce like +his. 


d +he teddihg would te +Akeh 


XU 


Xhe closest -thihg X h<*d +o a pillow was my hoodie, 
which AlreAdy smelled like Rodricks hAm SAhdwich. 


x+ was hArd -fihdihg a mA-Hress wi+hou+ Ahy 
weird s+Aihs oh rh X picked a +o^ tuhk tecAuse 
X couldh-f risk teihg uhderheA+h JuliAh ih cASe he 
we+ +he ted. 
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Uh-for+uha+ely, Mr. Je-fTersoh slid ih+o +he s^o+ 
ri^K+ UNDERNEATH ne, so how Rowleys dad 



A'f+er we -fihished uh^ackihg our s+u-fT we weh+ 
dowh +o +he ac+ivi+ies area +o do some +eam- 
tmldihg exercises. 


Xhe -firsi +hih0 we did was a Trus-t -fall,” where 
ohe <juy would -fall tackward ahd z^/zryoY\z else was 
su^osed +o ca+ch hi™* X cjuess +he ^oih+ was +o 
show how our +edrv»pr>dH-es have our tacks. 


E>u+ Jordah Lahkey did his -fall while +he res+ of 
us were s+ill workihg ou+ where +o s+ahd. 
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Hr. Je-f-fersoh showed os how +o -form -two lihes 
-facihg each o+her ahd +heh make a "he+” fcy 
^rabfcihg each o+hers wris+s. So wheh Je-f-frey 
Swahsoh o^> oh +he ^la-hfor™, we +hoogh+ we 
were ready -for hi™. 



1H7 






















E>o+ Jtffrty is a bfg toy, ahd his wei<jK+ made 
Rowley ahd Gare+h Grimes collapse ahd smash 
ih+o each o+her. 



Gare+h was missihg ohe of his -froh+ -fee+h; ahd 
eVeryohe 

look for rh "Theh E-milio Hehdoza -foohci +he +oo+h 


00+ dowh oh -+heir h<*hds ahd khees +0 


ih Rowley S FOREHEAD. 



Hr. J tfftrsoY\ -fold £-milio +0 roh dowh ahd c^e-t 
+he horse, who troughs Gare+h a damp washclo+h 

ih 3 . 


+0 s+op +he tleed 
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E>u+ she couldh + pull +he +oo+h ou+ of Rowleys 
■forehead, because i+ was really lodged ih -there. 



Hr. Jeffersoh called his wife -to cone pick Rowle 
up ahd -take 
khow if she ehded up cjoihg -to a doctor or a 
deh+ist', because X h<*Ve ho idea what - ^ou eVeh do 
for +h<*+ sort - of -thihg. 


hin +0 ge+ i+ checked ou+. X doht - 


So Hr. Jefferson was s+uck chaperohihg a buhch 
of kids who wereh-t HIS. \\t had us do all -these 
exercises -tha+ were supposed "to -teach us how -to 
work -toge-ther as a -team, bui all -they really did 
was show us how BAD we were a+ i-t. 


Vie did ohe activity called +he bucket brigade; 
where we had +0 nake a rela^ lihe -to brihg wa+er 
fron -the river all -the wa^ -to our cabih. 


14? 






£></+ we skilled so much wa+er alohcj +Ke way 
by +K& +iroe we ^o+ +o cabih, "there was al nos+ 
ho+Kihg le*f+ +o ^o+ ih -the me+al -tub we were 

su^osed +o -fill. 



Vie realized rf we were ever cjohha -fihish "the 
ac+ivi-ty,, we heeded +o -fihd a be-H-er way +o -fill 
■the “tub. So we wrun^ oo+ oor swea+y clo+nes. 
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After +W we did ah ac+ivHy w^ere we had +o -he 
our wris+s -to^e'l'her wi+K scarves ahd 30 -through ah 
ofcs+acle course made o-f ro^es. Bu+ w^eh i+ came +o 
physical ac+ivi+ies, our cjrou^> was ^>re-Hy homeless. 
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A'f+er +Ke ro^es course, we couldh + uh+ie +he 
scarves because wed kho+ted +hem +oo +i^K+. A^d 
THAT wash-+ ^ood, because X^o+by A^es heeded 
+o use +he ba+hroom ih +he cabih. 


{ 


By +Ke ehd o-f -the da^/ eVeryohe was +o+aiy worh 
oo-|- ; ahd I was really ^lad w^eh V\r, Je-f-fersoh 
+old us i+ was +ine -for dihher. 



Xhe meal was chickeh ^a-H-ies, corh oh +he cot, 
ahd s+ew. X passed oh +he s+ew, ahd X was 
really <jlad X did wKeh X saw Jordah -poll ah 
eh+ire +aco shell ou+ o-f his towl. VJho KNOWS 
wyear +hd+ +hiha was -from. 
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Af+er dither we weh+ bdck -to the cdbih. Hr. 
Jeffersoh said that sihce we had beeh ih the 
woods, we heeded to check ohe ahother -for ticks. 
E-ach persoh wds res^ohsible for his buhkmdte, 
which medht X had Hr. Jeffersoh. 


But Hr. Jeffersohs ^ot a lot o-f hair, dhd X 
washt <^ohha qo ^>okihg through it. Lor dll X 
khew, there could be a whole COLONY o-f "Hcks 
livih^ ih -there. 



£,verybodys always sayihg how <jreat the outdoors 
are, but theres dll SORTS o-f cree^y-crdwlies you 
heed to worry dbout. 
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I used +o ^l<y ih woods dill -the TIME, uh+il 
X swdillowed di live slider. 



vlUitAk/r 






B>u+ ih di -place like Hdirdscrdikfcle Yarns, +here dire 

jus-|- as mdihy fcu^s INSIDE dis OUTSIDE. Some 
sor+ o-f tee+le borrowed ih+o di kids edir dT dihher, 
dihd Vz had +o <jo +o +Ke hurses s+di+ioh +o h<*ve 
i+ removed. 


f DUDE, I THINK 
/ SOMETHING 
JUST CRAWLED 
V IN YOUR EAR. 
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Jorddh -fouhd d +ick oh +Ke tdck o-f JolidhS heck, 
dhd every tody -fredked ou+ dtoo-+ rh Bo+ Hr. 
Jt-f-ftrsoY\ Sdid Jolidh would te -fihe, dhd Ke +ook 
Kim dowh +o -+Ke hurse. 


TKe secohd Hr. Jeffersoh dhd Julidh le-f+^ +Ke 
res+ o-f +Ke <^ys ih my cdtih weh+ +o+dlly NUTS. 

X s+dyed 0U+ o-f everytodys wdy tecduse X didh + 
wdhhd te +Ke -fi-f+K ^>ersoh -from my ^rou^> +o cje+ 
seeh ty +Ke hurse oh +Ke -firs+ ddy. 



By +Ke +ime Hr. Jt-f-ftrsoK 30+ tdck, +Ke cdtih 
wds d wreck dhd eVeryohe wds FILTHY. 
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In cjuessih^ hotody has ever cleahed +he -floors ih 
+Kis ^lace, tecause wheh +he ^oys were dohe rollih^ 
aroohd, +hey were covered ih dir+ ahd hair. 



As a ^ohishroeh+ -for -trashihg -the catih, Hr. 

J t-fftrsoY\ nade os 30 +o ted EARLY, ahd he 
longed ne ih wi+h eVeryohe else eVeh -though I 
didh -+ DO ahy+hihg. Ahd +h<*‘l'S how we ehded 
u^> ^oihg +0 ted while i+ was s+ill li^h+ 00+ oh 
■the -firs-h hi^gh+- 



Mr. Jeffersoh woke every tody o^> a+ -the crack 
o-f drtwh ahd said we all heeded +0 +ake showers 
tefore treakfas+. 
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"Thais wheh it occurred to me that there washi 
actually a shower ih our taihroom. The shower was 
oh the OUTSIDE o-f the catih, ahd the water 
was ih the metal tut we -filled u^> ih the tucket 

ay. 


tri^ade yesterd 


X seemed to te the ohly ohe who rememtered what 
was IN that tut, tecause everyohe else ^ot ih lihe 
to take their turh. 


\\Joi ohly was the water UNSANITARY, tut 
a^arehily it was COLD, too. 
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X came PREPARED, -though* X de-fibi-tely 

washt - gohha be -takihg ahy ou+door showers oh 
•this tri^, but- X could s+ill kee^> mysel-f CLEAN. 



B>reak-fas+ wash-t a whole lo+ better -thah our -first- 
-two meals , but- a+ least- -they wereh-t serVi'hg -the 
STEW. The ^ahcakes were hard as ROCKS, 
■though, ahd -theyd break your -tee-th T you tried 
+o bi+e -through ohe. 



E-milio Shuck 
mail it" home 
■food was at- 


a ^ahcake ih-fo his pocket" so he could 
+o his mom ahd show her how bad -the 
cam^>. 
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Af+er we cleahed u^> -from break-fas-l-, Mrs. Graziaho 
+old us +Ke ^>lah -for -the day. 


SHe said we were <johha do +Ke sane +y^es o-f 
chores dohe by kids <jrowihcj u^> oh -farns like -this 
a lohg +ine a o^o. 


Mrs. Graziaho said +Ka+ ih +he old days, kids 
worked -fron +ine +Key ^o+ u^> ih -+Ke norhihg 
uh+il +Ke suh weh+ dowh. A^d +Key had +o s+ar+ 
workihg as sooh as +hey were old ehoucjh +o hel^ 
+heir -fanilies ou-K 


VJhich is JuS'l' ANOTHER reasoh In cjlad I 
wash+ alive back +heh. 



\S°i 











was +o move tales of Kay -from ohe ehd o-f +Ke 


tuildihg +o +K& o+Ker. 1 + was SERIOUSLY 

Kard, ahd X KaVe a lo+ o-f res^>ec+ for kids wKo 
Kad +o do +Ka+ kihd of work every day. 



VJKeh we were FINISHED, every tody *fel+ a K^e 
sehse of accom^lisKmerrh 






















































































As we were leavihg +o move oh -to -the hex - !* s+a+ioh; 
Hr. hWzis ^rou^ cane ih+o +he barh. He +old his 
+ean -their job was -to nove -the hay bales -to -the 
o+her side; which was where -they were -to BEGIN 
wi+h. So doh + eVeh ask ne why we weh+ -to all 
-tha+ trouble. 



See; you shouldht - DO -that - kihd o-f s+u-ff -to a 
kid. VJheh X was ih -first- ^rade; ny teacher -told 
ne she was sehdihg ne oh a "secret nissioh/’ ahd 
she ^Ve ne a ho+e -to deliver -to aho+her teacher 
dowh -the hall. 






































Ahd every day af-ter +haT my teacher hahded me 
ANOTHER ho+e +o deliver. 


VJell, ohe day X <30+ curious aboo+ wha+ was IN 
-those ho-tes, ahd X o^ehed ohe u^>. Bu+ i+ was 
BLANK ihside. 

9 



X+ “terhs 00+ Horn had -told my teacher she was 
worried about- my "self-es-teem,” ahd -the whole 

a way -to make me 
■feel IMPORTANT. So if ahyohe wah+s +0 khow 
why X have a heard -time -takih^ work seriously, 
+h<*Vs how it- s+ar+ed. 


secret--missioh -thihg was Just" 


Our -team s^eht- -the rest- o-f -the r*\or)r\iY\Q ^oihg 

rou^h 

repaired a s+ohe wall, ahd s+acked firewood out-side 
-the maih lod^e. 


-the o+her s+a+iohs. Vie ^aih+ed a fehce, 
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I II -hell you, wheh In older I n <johha toy a 
- farm of ny OWN ahd se+ u^> a car^> oh +he 
^ro^eHy. Because cje-H-ihg a tuhch of kids +o work 
for free ahd callihg i+ educa-Woh is GENIUS. 


After luhch, wheh we were headihg tack te our 
catih, Gare+h tei^ed over a rock s+ickihg ou+ of 
■the cjrouhd. 


VJheh £.milio saw rh, he <jo+ really u^se+. 


Tie rock had some scrapes oh i+, ahd E-milio said 
+he ohly ^>ersoh who couldve dohe THAT was 
Silas Scrateh. 
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Je-f-frev said +ke rock was ^rofcatlv Silas Scra+cks 
GRAVESTONE, and how we were CURSED 
because we had disturbed his res-Khg ^Uce. 



X -tried +o -talk some sehse ih+o -these guys. X said 
-that - , first- o-f all, i-f Silas Scratxh was DEAD, 

-that- was good hews -for eVeryohe. A^d secohd o-f 
all, -this COULDN'T be Silas Scra+chs graves+ohe 
because he would ve had +0 bury WIMSELF. 



X hever should ve said -that-, because i+Jus+ 
u^se+ zvzryoftt eveh MORE. \^ow all o-f a suddeh 
Silas Scratxh was ah UNDEAD -farmer who 
couldh+ be killed. 
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A+ dihher, Silas Scra+chs 
could -talk afcou+. 


"^rave" was all avykod^ 


Somebody claimed -+he^ saw Silas Scra+cK ih +he 
woods. A^d someohe ELSE said "they saw hi™ oh 
+he o+her side of cam^> a+ +he exac+ sane +ime. 



"Theh Alteri Sahdy was iellihg everyohe +ha+ 

HE heard Silas Scra+ch had a he+work of -tuhhels 
behea+h +he cabihs, ahd +K^+s how hes atle -fr> 
move aroohd so <^uicky. 
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So thahks +o Altert Sahdy, how kids are too 
scared 'to use the tathrooms at camp. 





A “few kids said they re jost ^ohha HOLD it uhtil 

they <jet home. That doesht souY\<\ smart to ME, 
especially cohsiderihg were ohly oh day TWO. 

Vledhesd ay 

Today, after we fihished oor farm chores, we had 
free time to do whatever we wahted. X decided 
Xd j^st take a hap, tot a few of my catihmates 
had other plahs. 


Gareth; Jeffrey, ahd Jordah said they were sick 
of eatihg STEW for dihher, so they were cjohha 
30 dowh to the river ahd catch a FISH. 
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X ■fhou^h'l' +hd+ was +he s+upides'l' idea Xd ever 

heard, ESPECIALLY sihce +hey didh + have a 

-fishihg pole or ahy+hir^ like +ha+. 


B>u+ +h< 


sty were dead serious, ahd wfteh -tfte^ 
headed ou+, X weh+ +o +he catih ahd cliro ted 
ih nv tuhk. 


*hd wheh +h< 


y 



X+ +ook me a while +o -fall asleep, ahd r '3h+ 
wh eh X s+ar+ed +o doze o-ff, ny catihna+es fcurs+ 
-through +he door. 



167 


















































Believe i+ or ho 7 +hose -fools had ac+ually maha^ed 
+o ca+ch a -fish. ^fhey scooped ohe ri^K+ 00+ o-f 
-the river usihg Jt-f-frtys shir+ as a NET. 


A^d how ■thd+ had i+, "they didh+ khow 

wha+ +o DO wi+h rh VJha+ was ^>re-Hy clear was 
-tha+ ho ohe had ahy ih+eh+ioh o-f EATING rh 



-*■ ,v,vj 1 o j ' ’ "7 vj,u ' ■ r 
some wa+er <^uick, i+ wash+ cjohha 


Gareth ^ratted +he -fish ly i+s -tail ahd carried 
i+ +o +he ta+hroom, where he i+ ih +he 
TOILET. TT^eh Jordah em^+ied Kis cah+eeh ihside 
+he howl so +he -fish had some ex+ra wa+er +0 -flo^ 
aroohd ih. 
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The -fish seemed OK for +he +ime teihg, ahd I 
decided +o ^o ^e-l’ a tucked so we could "take +he 
■fish tack dowh +o -the river ahd le-f i+ cjo. 


£>u+ wheh X weh+ +o LEAVE, Hr. Je-ffersoh 
walked ih+o +he catih. The o+her ^uys slammed +he 
ta+hroom door shu+, ahd I +ried my tes+ +o ^?lay 
i+ cool. 
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V\y Qutss was Hr. Jeffersoh wooldh + be -too 
Aboi/t a -fish ih -the -toile-t, Ahd X didh + 
WAhhA cje+ seh+ +0 bed eArly -for +he secohd +ime 
oh +K<is +ry. 

Hr. Jeffersoh Asked me where eVeryohe ELSE was, 
Ahd X SAi’d X +he^ migh+ be dowh b^ +he 

river. \\t -hold me +h<*+ if X saw Airyohe, X should +ell 
-them +0 come +0 +he mAih lod^e -for mAil caII. 




VJKeh Hr. J tfftrsoY\ Ief+, we ^u+ +he lid dowh oh 
-the +oile+ +0 mA^e sore +he -fisK didh H - flo^> 00+ 
oh+o +he -floor, +heh we heAded dowh +0 +he mAih 
lod<je +0 joih -\\\t res+ o-f oor cIass. 


Hrs. GrAziAho hahded 00+ mAil +0 aII -the kids who 
(JO+ Some+bwh^ delivered -from home. Horn seh-+ me 
a le++er, Ahd X ll Admi+ X 30+ a IrH-le choked o^> 
reAdih^ i+. 
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QsbaJi 

IjJjl muM. a^ocl 

CW;t HJOU& UsrdJtj^oul/ZSL 


Jhacti AonuL. ^(ojp iLjfotc 
n • * n a a 


oAjl KoJrtrMy a Ajj&ruxsn]^ 

PiO^o 



X (X le-H*er -from Rodrick, + oo, to+ X dicta + 
like HIS as much as Hons. 


Pear Grefy 

X found your Candy 
bars. Here, you can 
Sfn elj +he wrappers. 


^ar, bar, bar. 
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X didh + cje+ a lei+er -from Pad, bu+ X DID <je+ 
ohe -from -the PIG. X Jos+ someohe ih my 
•family wro+e i+ as a Joke, because i-f +Ka+ +hih<j 
pas somehow learhed how +o wri+e, +heh X doh + 
eVeh khow wha+ +o say. 



Juliah <^o+ a le-Ker -from home, +oo. Bo-h his mom 
made a HUGE mis+ake by sehdih<j a ^ho+o aloh^ 
wi+h i+. 
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sTulidh WAShi +Ke ONLY ohe who seemed homesick. 
A couple o-f kids did^+ c^e-t Ahy+hiricj a+ aII , Ahd 
+he^ Asked some o-f us who DID <je+ leTters +o 
redd ‘then oo+ loud. 



/ I MADE A BATON OF YOUR \ 
/ FAVORITE COOKIES AND \ 
PUT TNEM IN TNE FRIDGE 
V FOR WNEN YOU GET NOME! ] 
\ LOVE, MOM. y 



A -few kids 30+ cdire ^AckA^es wi+h -fresh clo+hes 
Ahd s+u-ff like +h<*+. 


e ticj wihher ih our 
Ber+rAh, who ^o+ di WUGE tox +h<*+ wdis ^dicked 
wi+h a +oh o-f sullies. 


3 ro °? 


WAS 


Groih 


am 


+h 
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Back a+ +he cabih la+er oh, we fouhd ou *f Graham 
had mailed ‘the box +0 HIMSELF before +he 
-tri^ s+ar-ted, ahd he had hiddeh all SORTS of 
goodies ih wi+h +he cam^ihg sullies. 


Luckily he was willihc^ +o SHARE. X heVer ■+hoo^h"t _ 
Id ea-|- Pori+os ou+ of a hikih^ boo+, bu+ by +ha+ 
^>oih+ Id already ^iveh u^ my las+ shred of di^hi+y. 



E-milio looked oo+ +he wihdow ahd saw Hr. 
Je-f-ftrsoh comihg back +o +he cabih, so we u 
all of Grahams s+uff ohder a blahkei. 


VJheh Hr. Jt-(-ftrsoY\ eh+ered +he cabih, he walked 
ri^h+ by wi+hou+ eVeh ho+icih^. 


I7f 








































UbFor+uha+el^, we were so -focused oh +he shacks 
+Ka+ we forgot all atou+ -the FISH. 



X Feel a IrH-le tad For Mr. Je-f-fersohj tu+ i+ was 
a cjood remihder +o me -t-hai ^ou sKould ALWAYS 
check ihside +he +oile-|' teFore Si-Hihg dowh. 


Mr. Je-f-fersoin was mad ahd -thou^h^ "this was some 
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A^d of course he -though'!' X was +he ^uy who 
cane up wi+h i+. 


So -fohic^h'L while -the res+ of +he ^rou^ was 
haVihcj snores ahd sihgihg solrvgs by +he can^-fire 
wi+h Hrs. Graziaho, X was s+uck ih -the cabih 
wi+h ah ah^ry c^A^erohe. 

P J * J P 



X hursd ay 

Mos+ kids a+ can^> were croisih^ ricjh+ alohcj uh-Kl 
yesterday, bu+ a-f-ter -those le-H-ers -fron hone 
cane, i+ seened like eVeryohe hi+ a WALL. 

A lo+ of ny classna+es are honesick, ahd "theyVe 
beeh askihg if -they cah <jo back early. B>oi -the 
ch A^erohes SAy -the ohly way we cah <jo hone is if 
-theres sone sor+ of MEDICAL reasoh. 
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VJell, +he^ shooldh + h<*Ve ^0+ ih+o ^eo^les 
heAds, becAuse how kids Are -fr^ihg +o sick 

oh PURPOSE. 


Helihddi H^soh was Ac-h'hg reAlly s+rAh^e a+ 
lohch. 1+ -torhs oo+ she A+e -three servihgs o-f 
s+ew +o rnAke herself sick ^ which seemed a li-H-le 
extreme +o ME. 



B>o+ a f+er s^ehdihg a -few hours dowh a+ +he 
horses s+A+ioh wi+h ihdiges+ioh, HelihdA was seh+ 
bAck +o rejoih her <jroo^>. 


JoliAh +ook d one s+e ? FURTHER. Mr. 

Jt-fftrSoY\ -fouY\i hirn ih +he CAbih clu+chih^ his 
s+omAch hex+ +o a half-eA+eh s+ick o-f deodorAht\ 
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So was -+Ke ehd of +Ke road -for JuliAh. 



A ft w Koors U+er JuliAhs no+Ker Arrived +o ^ick 
Kin u^>. B>(/+ ty +Ke -tine +Key drove awa^, Ke 
seened +o K<*Ve nAde a -foil recovery. 



A lo+ o-f fco^s 

H«d +Ke ri 3 K+ id t<\, Ahd +Ke c^A^erohes cao^K+ 
wihd of rh 


s+Ar+ed +Alkih0 Atoo-h Kow JoliAh 
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Yhe hex+ iKih^ we khew, -the cb»a^>erohes were 
^oih<^ dirouhd collec+ih^ eVeryohes deodorah+ so ho 
ohe could -follow ih Juliahs -foo+s+e^s. 



YHa+s bad hews -for OUR cabih, because wi+h +Ke 
we+ -towels ahd dirty clo+hes all over -the ^>lace, 
ahd kids showerih^ wi+h sweat- wa+er, our cabih 
ALREADY smells like a mohkey house. 
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deodorah+ was probably +he ohe +hihg kee^ihg 
-the -fumes ih our cabih -from reachihg -toxic levels. 


A^d i-f we ^e+ sick; were ALL cjoihg home early. 

Thd-t" mi<^h+ be OK -for eVeryohe ELSE; bu+ i+s ho+ 
all ri^K+ -for ME. Because -the sooher X op home, 

+he sooher X h<*Ve -to -face DAD. 


Saiurj a^/ 

To be hohesi wi+h you, I had all aboo-h 

Rowley uh+il he re-torhed -to cam^ yes+erday morhih^. 


Bu+ wheh he cao<jh+ <* wKrff 0-f 
he wished he h<*d jus+ s+ayed h 


our cabih; X ll be+ 
ome. 
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X+ +orhS 00+ Rowley cjo+ Ah ihfec+ioh -from 
Gare+Ks +00+K; Ahd +Ka+s why he was <johe 
•for so loh<j. Rowley broo<jh+ +he +oo+h WlTW 
hin^ bo+ XR ho+ sore wKa+ (oAre+hs so^osed +0 
do wi+h i+ a+ +R's ^oih+. 



Rowley was conih^ bAck a+ Ah AwkwArd +ine. VJeVe 
aII beeh ^re^Arih^ for +he Ias+ hi<jh+ of +he +ri^ 

which we have +0 s^>ehd OUTDOORS. 


Xm kihd of lookihg -forwArd +0 i+, becAose 
+Ka+s ONE hi<jh+ we woh+ b>AVe +0 s+Ay ih our 
s+ihky cAbih. 

E>0+ X™ ho+ sore my <jroo^> cAh eVeh SURVIVE 
slee^>ihg 00+ ih +he elemeh+s. 


VJere so^osed +0 boild a shel+er Ahd a -fire 
-tomorrow RghR Ahd X hAVe ho IDEA how were 
so^osed +0 ^>oll TWAT off. 



Hr. Jefferson has beeh +ryihg +o +each us how -to 
do some basic ou+doorsy •thihgs, bo+ d -+orhs ou+ 
hes JUS+ abou+ as useless as +he REST o-f us. 


Yes+erday he was +ryih^ +o -teach us how +o build 
a -fire, ahd he broke -the "ho elec+rohics” rule b^ 
usihcj his ^>hohe +o look u^> how -to do d. But" his 
ba-H-ery died wheh a couple o-f ry cabihma+es 30+ 
ahold o-f i+ +o wa+ch videos o-f screamihg cjoa-ts. 



X ^uess Hr. J e-ffersoh learhed a LITTLE bit - 
before -the ba-Hery died,, because he 30+ a fire 
cjoihg ahd "told "the rest- o-f us +0 cje+ some 

kihdlihg. Liobody khew what - kihdlihg WAS, 

-though, so we brought - back ever^+hihg we 
-thought* might* burh. 
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Rowley came tack wi+h wha+ looked like a tohch o-f 
WEEDS ahd +hrew -then oh +he -fire, to+ ■+h<*“l' 



X+ +orhs oo+ +Ke s+o-f-f Rowley ^o+ oh +he -fire 
was ac+oally POISON IVY 
woke o^> covered ih spo+s. Hr. Je-f-fersoh nosVve 
ihK^led +t»e -fomes ahd ^o++eh i+ ih Rs LUNGS; 

tecaose he was havih^ +rootle trea+Rhg. 



ahd +Kis morhihg he 
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"The horse called Mrs. Je-ffersoh -to come -pick -them 
bo-th o^>, ahd X +hihk -they re dohe -for GOOD. 


+o -fihd a re^lacemeht’, bo+ ho dads are willihg -to 
cjive o^> -the rest" o-f -+Keir weekehd +o come oo-t here. 


o^> is -the ohly ohe wi+hoo+ a 
*rd Mrs. Graziaho is scramblihg 



This is really bad -timihg, because it's so^osed 
+o RAIN -tomorrow rwght", ahd we haVeht' eVeh 
s+ar+ed boildih^ our shel+er. X tried +o s^y oh a 
cjroo^> -that" has a bohch o-f Boy Scoo+s ih i+ -to see 
i-f X could pick o^> ahy ^oiht’ers, but - -those goys 
wereht- willihg -to ^ive away -their secre+s. 
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VlKile we were ofT +r^ihg +o se+ u^> our cdimp, some 
o+her cjroo^> raided our cabih. X ^uess -they mus+Ve 
heard abou+ Grahams shacks,, because Ki*s s+ash 
was +o+ally picked cleah. 


Xhe thieves also weh+ -through MY ba^ ahd 
■fouhd +he baby wi^>es, which -they used u^> ih our 
ba+Kroom. Xhey mus+ve -fried +o -flush +hem dowh 
+he +oile+, because how i+ was CLOGGED. 


Xhe wors+ par+ was +ht*+ +he -foiled overflowed, 
e wa+er rah aloh<j 
■the ba+hroom -to my duffel baa. 


+he -fl 


oor ih a 


?a 


+h fn 


om 


ahd +h 



E-Very+hihcj X owhed was we+ except -for Grahd^as 
book, which •the -thieves h<*d -tossed oh+o a bed. 
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I was re *\\y MAD. E>u+ wKeh I s+dr+ed -fli^ihg 
•through pd^es, X redlized +he c^oys who 
rdided our cdtih migh+Ve dohe us d huge FAVOR. 



"The took had d +oh o-f useless s+u-f-f ih 1+, like d 
ow +0 mdke d workihg rd 
household otjec+s. 


dio ou-f of 



J1 

J 


POTATO 
RADIO 


J «ar 


J 


Shortwave radio is an exciting 
new hobby sweeping the 
nation! But who needs all that 
expensive equipment when 
everything can be found in 
your very own home? 

Start by finding two paper clips, 
one foil chewing-gum wrapper, 
and a hearty potato. 

Insert the paper clips into the 
potato and form a “bridge” 
between them with the 
chewing-gum wrapper. 
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Bo+ +here was a lo+ of GOOD s+o-ff ih -there, -too. 
Xhere was a chA^+er oh how +o ideh+i-fy poisoh ivy, 
which would ve come ih hahdy yes+erdAy. There were 
chA^>+ers oh OTHER oo+doorsy +hihgs, like how 
+o s+aH- a fire wi+hoo+ mA+ches, which was ^reA+, 
becAuse Hr. JeffersoY\ used aII of ours u 


X couldh + WAi+ +0 -fry oo+ some of +he "tricks Ahd 
see if ■they Ac+oAlly WORKED. X led my ^roo^> 
00+ +o our cAm^si+e Ahd Asked "to borrow Emilios 
^1 Asses, Ahd X -focused a beAm of suhli^h+ -through 
a lehs oh+o a dry leA-f, -the WAy i+ SAid "to do ih 
-the book. Sure ehoocjh, "the leA-f s+Ar+ed smokihg, 
Ahd eVeh+oAlly cAu^h+ -fire. 















6 -Veryohe was exerted +h<H- we could make c\ -fire 
wi+hou+ -the hel^> of ah adul-+, bu-f we ^0+ a li'H’le 
carried <*w<y wi+h +he high -fives, ahd E-nilios 
glasses go+ crushed ih +he celebra+ioh. 

N.'ssy, Ws 



\Ut 


*H4, O ^ 


A^<*reh-Hy E-nilio is blihd as a ba+ wi+hou+ his 
glasses, so +he res+ of +he +ri^ mi gh+ be a li-Hle 
chdllehgihg for him. 































Luckily, Jeffrey wears glasses, too, so we cah 
make ahother -fire tonorrow. 


VJheh we <jot tack +o our catih after (iihher^ we 
cjot a cold splash of reality. The flooded toilet 
added to the overall tad Snell ih our catih, which 
ty how was TOTALLY oVerpowerihg. 


Vie nopped up the floor with our dirty clothes, 
theh put then ih a couple of trash ta^s. But 
that STILL didht do the trick. 



The WORST Snell seened to te conihg -from us. 
Ahd the ohly way to deal with THAT protlen was 
with deodorant. 
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Jordah said maybe we should raid ohe o-f +Ke ^irls 
cabihs ahd s+eal some o-f THEIR deodorah+, bu-+ 
+K*+ +urhed ih+o a bicj deba+e aboo-h wKe+Ker ^irls 
ac+oally USE deodoravvh 



E>o+ wKa+ eVeryohe was exerted aboo-h was +Ke idea 
o-f <joihg oh a RAID. 

TKe persoh wKo was MOST exerted was E-milio. 
E>o+ we +old Kim i+ was +oo dahcjerous -for Kim +o 
30 wi+K us sihce Ke couldh + SEE. 


He said we NEEDED K im because Ke \\<xs ah 
excelleh-+ sehse o-f smell ahd could shi-ff ou+ +Ke 
girls’ cabihs. Vie werehi sure i-f Ke was bluffih<j, 
so we rah Kim +Krou^K a smell +es+ wKere Ke K«^d 
+o ideh+ify a buhcK o-f differeh-t +Kih^s. Ahd sure 
ehou^K; Ke 30+ every sih^le ohe. 




So was ih. Vie all s+ar+ed cje-H’ih^ read^, 

tu+ righ'l' wheh we were aboo+ +o Kead ou+, Mr. 
V4u2.2.i cane +o check oh os. 



X ^uess i+ was pre-Hy obvious +0 Mr. ^02.2.1 
we were u^> +0 ho cjood, so he -fold os we d oil be 
ih BIG trouble i-f he cau^h+ ahy o-f os sheakihg 
00+. Plus, he heard Silas Scra+ch was oh -the ^>rowl 
+ohi^K+ so wed be-Her s+a^ ihdoors. 


Xheh Mr. 02.2.1 lefX ahd a -few niho+es la+er he 
cane back wi+h a bo++le o-f baby powder. 


Ill 













































\\t s^rihkled rl" ih a bic^ circle arouhci our cabih so -+ha-|- 
i-f we DID leave, our -foo^rih-^s would <^Ve us away. 



E-Veryohe s+ar+ed +0 ^ahic because +Kou^K+ 
we were -framed ih our cabih -for +he res+ o-f +Ke 
hi^K+. Bu+ +Keh X remembered a cha^-her -from ry 
BOOK +W could Kelp us. 


/T HIDING 
^ YOUR 
NUMBERS 


Ancient ninjas had a clever 
way of fooling their enemies. 

When traveling in a group, 
ninjas would walk in single file, 
carefully stepping into the 
same set of footprints. 



Then they’d ambush their 
pursuers, who would be 
shocked to discover that they 
were not following the tracks 
of ONE person but many! 






































Hr. ^uzzi had left his OWN -foo+prih-l-s ih +he 
taty powder wheh he was spreAdihcj d arouhd. 
So all we heeded +o do w as -follow ih his exAc+ 
-foo+s+eps ahd hed heVer khow we left. 


The ohly protlen was +ha+ Hr. Muzzis ■foo+prih+s 
were a lo+ ti^ger -thah AVy o-f ours. Bu+ Hr. 
Jeffersoh had left his hikih^ too+s uhder -the ted; 
ahd +he^ looked like a per-fec+ mA+ch. 

X weh+ -firs+. X+ was a li-H-le hard s+a^ihg ih Hr. 
Muzzis -+rAcks, tu+ X n^de i+ +o +he o+her side 
o-f -the taty powder. 
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Theh I +ossed +he fcoo+s tack +o +he NEXT 



Vie <jo+ eVeryohe ou+ o-f +he cafcih +ha-|' way. E-Veh 
^Endio, w ho hi+ched a ride wi+h Jeffrey. 



Ohce we were all clear, we headed -through +he 
woods -toward "the cyr\s catihs. B>u+ before we 
khew i+, we were -to-tolly los+. I-f was kihd of 
scary because hobody eveh khew which way OUR 
cafcih was. 
















































































Xheh Jeffrey node every+hihg a huhdred -times 
WORSE by brih^ih^ -the subject of Si !as 
Scrd+ch. Jeffrey said Si'Ias ScrA+ch was ^robAbly 
WA+chihg our every move Ahd was cjohhA ^ick us off 
ohe by ohe Ahd eA+ us Alive. 



'Thai 30+ my cAbihmA+es aII s+irred u^>, Ahd X 
+Kou^K+ +Key were ^ohhA scA-Her ih every direc+ioh. 


E>u+ £-milio SAVed +Ke dAy wheh he picked u^> a 
sceh+ ih +he Air. 
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\\t said he could Snell a <jirls catih, ahd it washt 
that -far off. 



Sure ehouc^h; ohe of the catihs was atout fifty 
feet away. Vie cre^t u^> as quietly as we could; 
theh ^>ut some of our team-buildihg skills ihto 
actioh to cjet u^> to ah opeh wihdow. 



It souhded like everyohe was asleep ihside. So I 
lowered myself through the wihdow ahd droned 
dowh to the -floor without makihcj a souhd. 
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wheh X looked arouhd, X realized X was ih a 

catih full of GIRL SCOUTS. 


X decided +o call off +he missioh -to ^e-h +he 
deodorah+, bo+ by +Keh i+ was already +00 la+e. 
































































































































E-Verythihg after THAT is kihd of di blur. I 
remember ^irls yellihg, hahds c^rabbihg at my 
ahkles, ahd my cabihmates tram^>lihg ohe ahother 
to cjet out the froht door. 


'Theh it was just a mad dash through the woods. 



Poht ask me HOW, but we foohd our way back 
to our cabih. Uhfortuhately, we forgot all about 
the baby powder, ahd we totally trampled it. But 
at that ^oiht it was the LEAST of our worries. 


I thought the missioh was a total failure, but 
it turhs out we didht come back em^ty-hahded. 
Graham had swiped a bacj at the girls' cabih ahd 
brought it with h im. 












X dc-fihi+ely WASh + conrfoH’Able wi+h STEALING 
Ahd SAi’d +W ohe o-f us heeded +o shertk -the 
back +o -the girls' cAbih be-fore AVyohe ho+iced i+ 
WAS missihq. 


Bu+ X 30+ ou+Vo+ed oh +Ka+ ideA becAuse everyohe 
else was curious +0 see wKa+ was ihside. 



The clo+hes ih -the bA<j didh + look like +h 
belohged +0 Ahy cjirls OUR A^e. 






































Bu+ by +he -fine we -figured ou+ who +he ba^ 
actually BELONGED +o ; the owher was stahdihg 
ih our doorway. 



X thought Mrs. Graziaho -fouhd us because o-f the 
baby powder, but it turhs out it was eVeh easier 
-for her th<*h TWAT. As sooh as she o^ehed her 
cabih door, she -fouhd £-milio stumblihg arouhd ih 
the dark. VJh ich just <joes +o show, you should 
hever leave a mah behihd. 
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Mrs. Graziaho chewed us ou+ -for our "imma+ure 
sheharwgahs. She said we couldn't te -trus+ed oh 
our owh -for -the hi<jh+; so she was ^e-h oh 

a^erohe. 




X couldh-t ima^ihe who would te willihg +0 drive 
all +he wa^ ou+ +0 +his ^?lace ih +he mi ddle o-f +he 
hi 3 h+, tu+ X khew +h^+ WHOEVER i+ was, he 
wash + cjohha te HAPPY atou+ rh 


Ahd i+ +urhs ou+ X was ri^h'K 
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Suhd tW 

X really wish Mrs. Graz.iaho had jus+ seh+ me 
HOME ihs+ead of callih^ Pad +o cha^>erohe us 
■for +he las+ day. Pad was already road ENOUGH 
abou+ -the CAR; ahd how he had +o fcabysH' a 
buhch of uhshowered mi d<lle schoolers. 


Ar»d i+ wash + fuh breakih^ -the hews +o him +ha+ 
we didh+ eVeh have a workih^ ba+hroom ih our cabih. 




X figured X owed i+ +0 Pad +0 a+ leas+ <jiVe Kim 
a basic ruhdowh o-f +he cam^>; bu+ he seemed +0 
already khow eVery+hi^g X iried +0 -fell him. 
Somehow he eVeh khew abou+ -+he STEW; because 
wheh somebody ^>0+ a servihg oh his ^la+e; he 
scraped i+ ri<^h+ back ih+o -the ^o+. 
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A+ *firs+ I ■fhoocjh'l' P<*d nu>s+Ve fceeh a chA^>erohe 
wheh RODRlCK weh+ +o -this ^>Uce, ki/t wheh X 
saw ohe o-f -the o+her c^A^erohes ^reei pAd, X 
^>o+ i+ aII +o^e+Ker. 



PacJ weh+ +o H^ r dscrAttle Fa ms wheh he was 

MY A 3 e. 

V'lo WONDER he wASh-+ hA^py +o fee here. X-f 
his ex^eriehce was A^y+hihg like MINE, X™ 
sore he heVer imAcjihed ih a millioh ^eArs +hA+ 

he'd he BACK. 


He Ahd ry cAtihnA+es s^eM- +he dAy -tryihg -+o 
se+ o^> our cAm^> -for +he oVerhi^h+. Ahd i+ was 
^ re-Hy cleAr PAd hrtd ho ih+eh+ioh of hel^>ihg oo+. 
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\\a\{ +irne he was o-f-f somewhere else doihg who 
khows wKa+. Ahd wheh he WAS Arouhd, he didh-l’ 
li-f+ a -fihgtr. 



So we se+ o^> our shel+er wi+hou+ hi™* Luckily 
GrAhcipAS book h<*d <* cb>A^+er oh how +0 build a 
WA+er^roo-f leAh—to, so we <Wh'+ NEED Pad's Kelp. 
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A+ dihher some kids -from aho+her <^rou^> seemed 
really shakeh u^>. "They said +hey were c^a+herihg 
•firewood ahd came across ah old shack +ha+ -they 
were w sore teloh^ed +o Silas Scra+ch. 



"This is where X was ho^>ih<^ Pad would +ell eVeryohe 
Silas Scra+ch was Jus+ a made-o^ s+ory -to kee^ kids 
•from leavih^ -+Keir cafcihs a+ hic^h'K Bu^ he DIDN T. 


He said +Ka+ wheh HE weh+ -to H<* r dscrakfcle Farms, 
a couple o-f kids weh+ pokihcj aroohd Silas Scra+chs 
shack ahd were heVer heard -from AGAIN. 





















"Thdrl- was +he WORST +hihg Pad could Ve said 
be-fore we were suppose 
ih +he woods. 



d +o s^ehd +ne hi^h+ 


AEter dihher, Mrs. Graziaho -fold everyohe +o cje+ 
wKa+eVer +hey heeded -from +heir cabihs ahd brihg 
i+ +o -their can^si+es. 


A buhch of kids were be^gihg +o slee^> INSIDE, 
but- Hrs. Graziaho said +his is how i+s always beeh 
oh +he las+ high+ <*+ Hardscrabble Earns, ahd i+s 
e way i+s 


always ^ohha be. 




Vie had ^o++eh +he fire s+ar+ed earlier, ahd wheh 
we <jo+ +o our can^si+e i+ was s+ill <joihg. "The fire 
was dyihg dowh, +hou^h, so we heeded +o cje+ 
nore wood +o -feed i+. B>u+ ohce i+ c^o+ DARK ou+, 
+he c^oys ih ny <jrou^> were +00 scared +0 leave +he 
fire +0 hel^> ne collect s+icks. 
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X wouldve asked DAD -for hel^>, fcu+ who KNOWS 
where he was. 


So X weh+ +o look -for -firewood ty rysel-f. Xhe 
area arouhd our car^si+e was picked yrz-Hy cleah 
o-f s+icks, so X had +o go deeper ih+o +he woods. 

B>u+ X go+ all +urhed arouhd, ahd X couldh + 

rememfcer which wa^ our can^si+e was. 
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X S+dr+ed +o ^>dhic d IrH^le, to+ +Keh X Sdw d 
ligh'l' +hd+ X +hoogh+ moS+ te oor cdm^-fire. X 
Kedded -fowdrd i+, dhd wKeh X go+ closer, X 
couldh + telieVe where -the ligh'l' wds comihg -from. 



X have +o ddmi+, X didh + redlly toy ary of +he 
SildS Scrd+ch S+o-ff oh+il +Kis momeh+. B>o+ how X 
+hoogh+ X r^i gh+ dc+odlly die o-f FEAR. 

Some+hiVg dtoo+ -fha-l' didh-h look righ"L 
■thoogh. X +hoogh+ i+ wds comihg From d Fire^ Idee 
ihside +he shack, to+ i+ WdS dc+oally From d 

LIGWTBULB. X+ didh-t mdke d lo+ of sehse 
+o me +ha+ d erdzy -fdrmer who ea+s slogs dhd 

terries had ELECTRICITY. 
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Xhe door oh +he froh+ of +he ^Lce was tarred 
sho+. So X walked arouhd +he tack, ahd +here 
was a me+al door -fhai was ohlocked. 

X held my trea+h Ahd joshed i+ o^eh, +heh X 
ihside. My heart was 
out* o-f my cheS“L tirt X WAD +o khow wha+ was 
ih -there. 




VJheh X saw wha-t was ihside, X realised -this 
^>lace wASh-f a shack a+ ALL. X+ was some sort- of 
mAi'h+ehAhce shed wrth a fcuhch of -tools, Ahd +hey 
didh+ eVeh look +h*+ OLD. 
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X weh+ a IrHle -far+Ker ih. Ylheh X walked dowh 

a Hdllvwy, X -foohd some+Hihg +K^+ REALLY 

shocked me. 


X+ was a BATHROOM, Wi+K a +oile+ Ahd a sihk 
Ahd EVERYTHING. TTere were eveh a -few rolls 
o-f ex+rA +oile+ pA^er, Ahd i+ WASh + +Ke CHEAP 
sWA ei+Ker. 



he Ad was s^ihhih^ a+ +Ka+ ^oih+. X was 
reAdy +o ruh tmck +0 our cAm^si+e Ahd "hell 
eVeryohe wKa+ Xd -fouhd, wheh X heArd 
some+hihg +Ka+ seh+ shivers dowh ny s^ihe. 


x+ WAS +Ke Souhd of WHISTLING, ahd 1+ WAS 
comihq -from rigM’ BEHIND me. 
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X iurhed -to ruh, dhj +ha+s wheh X rdh smdck 
ih-to DAD. 



X wds -to-tolly speechless. X cooldhi uhders+dhd 

h 3 

mdih+ehdhce shed, bu+ +heh he s+dH-ed -tolkihg. 



-tokihg d shower ih d 


Pdd Sdid wheh WE weh+ -to H^^dscrdttle Varns, 
+he td+hroon si-tod+ioh wds eVeh WORSE +hdh i+ 


is how. 
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There was ohly ohe ou+house, which everyohe <x\ 
-the cap^ shared. 



There was ho shower,, Ahd if you WAh+ed +o cje- 1 ' 
cleAh, you had +o ^o dowh +o +he river wi+h a l>Ar 
o-f soa^>. 


Theh ohe day wheh Pad was collec+ihg -firewoods 
he -fouhd +his nAih+ehahce shed +ha+ was used for 
e yro 


^er+y dorihcj +he o-ff-seASoh. 




Vlheh he reAlized +here was a +oile+ Ahd a shower 
ihside, he khew he had +o kee^> i+ a secret or 

EVERYONE would M oo+. 
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So he came op with the s+ory o-f Silas Scratch to 
throw the other kids o-ff the -trail. 



Pad said wheh he ^ot here yesterday he 
was pre-tty surprised the Silas Scratch thi^ 
was still cjoihg after all these years. But he 
-figured hed jos+ <jo with it so he could keep the 
bathroom to himsel-f. 


t\tryo\^t 

all this stress. But X have to admit that comihg 
up with a crazy story to protect a secret 
bathroom is EXACTLY the kihd o-f thit\g X d 
do MYSELF. 


X was pretty mad at Pad -for caosih^ 


X realized X d beeh away -from -the campsite -for a 
while ahd my cabihmates probably thought X ^ot 
shatched up by Silas Scratch. 
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So X asked Pad to hel^> me fihd my way tack to 
the campsite. 


Xt had started to raih, ahd ty the time we ^ot 
tack, the -fire was completely OUT. X ^uess my 
^roup <30+ desperate ahd threw ih ahythihg that 
would turh, tecause X fouhd my BOOK ih -there. 
Or at least what was left of it. 



My catihmates had picked apart our shelter for 
firewood, ahd thats where me ahd Pad fouhd 
them, all huddled together. 






















X really didh+ wdihhdi s^ehd +he hi^h+ ou+ ih +he 
raih, <*hd -thAhk-fully P<*d did^EITHER. 

X <juess he wdish'l' +oo cohcerhed dibou+ +he cdin^ 
rules, tecause he shuck us dill bdick ih+o our cdibih. 
1+ rygh+ve s+uhk +o high hediveh ih +here, bu+ i+ 
wdis +he bes+ hicjh+ o{ slee^> X Ve h<*d ih ry li-fe. 



ZZ ^ M 



f . a f 


Mohd <y 

Xhis morhih^ we ^<*cked u^ dill our s+u-f-f dihd 
brou^h+ i+ +o +he ^dirkihg lo+. 


AUosi eVeryohe ih ry cl<*ss looked like di WRECK 
-from slee^ihg ou+ ih +he woods oVerhi<jh+> bu+ MY 

^rou^> dic+udiiy looked REFRESHED. 
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V\y cdfci'hmdi-|-es ke^>+ s<yih0 how LUCKY we were -to 
h<*Ve survived -the week wi+K Silas Scra+cK ^rowlih^ 
<*rouhd. A^d i+ was dill X could do +0 fci+e ry -tohc^ue. 



Believe me, X wcxs +er»p+ed +0 -hell eVeryohe +hd+ 
SiLs Scrdi+cK wdis di hodix. People mi^h+Ve eVeh 
-fredrl-ed rie like <x HERO for ■fihdilly ^U'H'ih^ dih 
ehd +0 +Ke whole -+hihg. 


Bu+ X -figured X migh+ s+uck chdperohihg <x-i 
+Kis “place ohe d<y, dihd if X do XU wdihhc* use 

•+W tdi+Kroon MYSELF. 

rf 
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X was ditou+ +o lodul my bAcj oh+o +he bus, tu+ 
•+heh Pdd "hold me X could ride home wr+h HIM. 
Xh<*+ was WAY be"H*er -fhah si++ih^ ih someohes 
Ia^>, so X +ook PAd u^> oh his offer. 



Oh +he WAy ou+, +here was a bus comihg ih wi+h 
a whole hew cro^> o-f kids. X quickly scribbled a 

ey were ih 

■for. X figured i+ was +he LEAST X could do. 



messA^e +o wArh -them Aboo-h whA+ +h 
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